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Letter from the Vice President - Conventions 

 
Hi Folks, 
As promised, I want to inform you 
where our next Convention will 
be.  First of all, we have decided 
to change it to “RUAEA Reun-

ion”. 
Secondly, our Site Chairman, 
Dave Garland, sent out proposals 
to several hotels; Dave is getting 

little or no response from the following sites, Las Vegas, 
Sacramento, and Reno.  With that said, I approached the 
DANA in San Diego again and their response was positive.  
They offered us rooms at $135 per night with all the same 
amenities; 2 free breakfasts per room night, free parking, 
and no resort fee.  The room increase is only $6 more than 
2022. 

With the Board’s approval, I have asked for contracts 
from the DANA for 2023 and 2024, both years will be at 
the same rate.  The Reunion dates for 2023 are September 
29th – October 4th.  There will be a lot of planning work to 
do once the contracts are signed, and we do not have a lot 
of time to accomplish it. 

Once the contracts are signed, I encourage you to re-
serve your hotel rooms ASAP.  I will let you know the 
necessary information do so.  This is important because of 
the room block, once I get a good idea, I then can increase 
the room block as needed.  Keep in mind RUPA and AR-
ECA have agreed to join us at the Reunion for 2023.  If 
you wait as many did so in 2022, you will not able to re-
serve the room at the contract rate. 

As usual, the Reunion Registration package will be 
published in the June 2023 Newsletter.  Plan now to have a 
wonderful vacation in San Diego at a reasonable rate.  The 
tours, banquet, parties, entertainment are all in the planning 
stages.  There are many attractions in San Diego, great for 
all ages.  Remember you can come as a family and do in-
vite guests to join you. 

The other good news is that Betty Tomaino has vol-
unteered to be the Chairman of our event.  Betty has a lot 
of experience and will make the event planning much eas-
ier for me.  I know she has other volunteers from the RE-
SANS chapter who have helped out before.  Much more 
information to follow, most of all I really hope to see many 
of you in San Diego. 

Also, I just want to remind you about RUAEA mem-
bership.  The Bylaws state that most anyone can be a mem-
ber if they pay their dues.  The statement Others in the By-

laws opens it up for most anyone to join, with certain re-
strictions.  This was done to help increase membership, 
which is still sorely needed.  If you know some one who 
wishes to join RUAEA, refer them to our website, 
ruaea.org.  Once there, they can follow instructions to join.  
On the application they leave blank where they worked and 
retired from.  Our membership manager will assign them a 
designation number.  Please don’t hesitate to welcome 
friends and family members to join if they wish. 

 
Letter from the President 

 
Hi Everyone, 
Well, we have signed contracts 
with the Dana resort in SAN 
for next year’s RUAEA Con-
vention which is now renamed 
“RUAEA Reunion”.  You 
might ask why in SAN again?  
It is all driven by cost and we 
have not even been close with 
any other hotel or resort.  We 
sent RFP to Las Vegas, Chi-

cago, Denver, Reno, Sacramento, and several more with 
nobody coming close to the deals and amenities that the 
Dana offers.  Please reserve your rooms as soon as we get 
the information so you don’t miss out. 

Be careful of all the different bugs out there.  Almost 
everyone I know has either a sore throat or coughing. 

I will be able to tell you more once we have a meeting 
of the Executive Board later this month. 

I again ask if any of you want to volunter with 
RUAEA in any capacity, please let us know.  We would 
have any position you might want to try for, from President 
on down. It is my pleasure to represent all of you to the 
company and anyone else. 

 
Don Burbank 
RUAEA President 
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Note:  If you are joining RUAEA and did not retire 
from UAL or Continental Airlines or one of their subsidi-
aries, you must fill out the application the best you can and 
then mail it to the Denver Office at RUAEA 7401 MLK 
Blvd., Denver, CO 80207.  Include your check for $30.00 
or $35.00 depending on how you want to receive the 
Newsletter.  A mailed paper is $30.00; mailed paper and 
access to the newsletter on the website is $35.00.  The 
Denver Office will assign you a unique file number and 
enter you in the membership database.  After this, you may 
renew using your unique file number.  The number will be 
in the upper left side of the mailing label and your renewal 
date will be in the upper right side of the mailing label. 

 
Hank Gosselin 
RUAEA VP Conventions 

 

Presidents and Correspondents Meeting 

Thursday, October 6, 2022 

Dana on Mission Bay, San Diego, CA 

 
Representatives for Presidents Meeting:  Ron 

Bertacini, Don Burbank, Frank Dellinger, Dave Gar-

land, Virgil Gooselaw, Chris Johnston, Vera Kina, 
Ruth Morabito, Sonda Sandstedt, Louis Semon, Mary 
Jane Stewart, Kenneth Storey, John Zoboli, and Mi-

chael Zoldak. 
Correspondents:  John Chu, Angie Dellinger, Bob 

Devlin, Barbara Drews, Martha Gooselaw, Elaine 
Tillman-Mannella, Pat Zoboli, and Bridget Zoldak. 

Guest:  Don Wolfe, President of RUPA 
Don Burbank, President – Don welcomed everyone 

and thanked them for coming.  This is the first year we 
have combined the Presidents and the Correspondents 
meetings.  Many attendees are representing both on behalf 
of their chapter.  Don recognized John Chu for the great 
job he is doing with the Newsletter.  Everyone agreed. 

1. Every retiree group in the country is having the 
same problems.  The membership is aging and 
newer retirees are reluctant to join.  Some chapters 
are starting to see members return following the 
Covid pandemic.  

2. With declining membership, we cannot continue 
to operate as we are today and will work with the 
other retiree groups as appropriate, going forward. 

3.  RUAEA membership is open to everyone and a 
bargain at $30. 

4. The retiree presidents have created a group, RPC, 
Retired President Council, which includes; 
RUAEA, RUPA, RAFA, ARECA and Clipped 
Wings.  Don will be serving as Chairman.  They 
plan to meet quarterly.  

Ruth Morabito, Exec. VP – 
1. Correspondents are crucial to the success of the 

Newsletter.  There are so many great stories that 
could be shared so please encourage your mem-
bers to share them through the Newsletter. 

2. The Website was recently refreshed and is now 
more user-friendly.  Some of the chapters’ infor-
mation needs to be updated.  

3. We are looking for someone to help manage up-
dates to our Facebook page. 

Don Wolfe, President RUPA – We were pleased to 
have Don join us and to hear about their publication which 
has a very professional look.  They encourage the member-
ship to send in War stories.  

John Chu, Newsletter Manager –  
1. Our Newsletter membership has gone from 12,000 

to 3,000. 
2. We have spent extra funds for the colored front 

and back pages so please send pictures that will 
highlight the look of the Newsletter. 

3. Every effort is made to honor articles as submit-
ted.  As a reminder, we do not want to include 
political, religious, offensive or copyrighted arti-
cles.  We look forward to hearing about special 
events, individual stories and funny stories.  Pic-
tures are always welcome. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 0804. 
Respectively submitted Mary Jane Stewart, Secre-

tary 11/6/2022 
Minutes approved by Don Burbank, President 

11/15/2022 
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It Happened to Me 

The Children’s Christmas Party 

 
Back as far as I can remember, United always had a 

Children’s Christmas Party at JFK, Hangar 8.  My Dad 
was always Santa Claus.  I was young enough, not to know 
it was my Dad.  At one party, my sister came running back 
through the crowd yelling “It’s Daddy”. 

The party was always very well done, with Elves and 
Helpers.  The toys were great also.  Santa would arrive 
taxiing a DC-8 up to the hangar door waving out of the 
captain’s window.  It was greeted by a hanger full of 
screaming children, family and employees.  It was a 
memorable event.  

After my Dad retired in 1983, he continued to play 
Santa Claus.  In 1986, the Christmas Party was held at La-
Guardia.  My Dad was Santa Claus again.  This time, I 
taxied a 727.  Also, I was accompanied by another me-
chanic at the second officer’s panel and Santa in the right 
seat waving away.  My wife, Kathy, and my oldest daugh-
ter, Linda (10 months old) were also in the plane; 3 genera-
tions arriving for the Christmas Party.  

In recent days, I made a few phone calls to get the 
names of those who were with me, but no luck.  In previ-
ous articles, I have mentioned my father.  Sometimes the 
name may not click.  The picture of the DC-8 with my fa-
ther as Santa from the cockpit window is from JFK in 
1979.  It was sent to me courtesy of John Medolla.  John 
was a fellow mechanic I met at JFK and worked with until 
coming to DEN in 1992.  The friendship still continues 
today, with a phone call, text or an email with a picture we 
share with each other.  Sometimes, a picture or story from 
the past brings back a good memory.  One of these brought 
about the idea for this article.  Thank you, John, for the 
picture, the memory and always your friendship. 

 
Michael (Mal) Malesardi 
Membership Manager, RUAEA 

The Syrup Containers 

By Ron Bertacini 

 
This letter has been around for some time but some of 

our members might find it interesting.  I remember this 
well as I was in the San Francisco kitchen at the time.  As a 
result of this letter, the syrup containers were vented by 
punching a small hole in the cover before putting in the 
holding ovens. 
 

Carl Dailey 
P.O. Box 2035 
Fleetwood Annex  
Covina, California 91722  
August 13, 1971 
 
Mr. Edward Carlson 
United Airlines Executive Offices 
P. O. Box 66100  
Chicago, Illinois 60666  
 
Dear Mr. Carlson: 
I would like to report a potential hazard to your pas-

sengers by relating my own experience on one of your 
flights.  It was a morning flight from Seattle to Boise, 
Idaho with a stop at Portland.  Breakfast was served on the 
Portland/Boise leg. 

The breakfast was a fruit cup, a small waffle, two 
slices of ham, whipped butter, and pure maple syrup.  I 
love pure maple syrup and I was very pleased to note that 
the sealed paper cup in which it was contained was hot.  I 
set the cup on the tray with the lift tab for the seal pointing 
towards me and lifted the tab. 

A bronze colored bullet like a missile came shooting 
out of the cup and without losing a drop on the way; most 
of that maple syrup hit me on the necktie. It then ran down 
over my shirt, your seatbelt, and my crotch. 

The stewardess was very pleasant about getting me 
some wet and dry napkins for my shirt and tie, but I could-
n’t quite bring myself to cleaning the lower part on a 
crowded plane.  At that time the table did cover things and 
what was below was known only to me.  On the other 
hand, what do you do with a syrup covered crotch on a 
loaded airplane at 9:30 on a sunny morning? 

Well, I decided to get it unnoticed into one of the 
closed toilets in the men’s room at the Boise airport.  Get-
ting off the plane was not too bad.  I stayed close to the 
lady in front of me and it was okay except for a brief mo-
ment when a dangling sleeve of the sweater she carried got 
stuck. 

The Boise airport buildings were completely changed 
since my last visit and I had a little trouble finding the 
men’s room.  But I was pleased to find the airport air-
conditioned and the flies weren’t too bad.  The men’s room 
was loaded with the same (but segregated) group that was 
on my flight.  Your stewardesses had been great with the 
coffee.  

I finally got to a basin and soaked my handkerchief 
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with water.  I saturated it.  It was dripping.  All the toilet 
stalls said “occupied”.  I suddenly realized that this was 
going to cost 10 cents, so I reached my dry hand in my 
pocket; nothing.  The wet hand had to go in its pocket.  
There were two small coins which I hopefully brought into 
view.  They were both pennies. 

I now had two pennies, two wet hands, a wet handker-
chief and a syrup soaked crotch in the busy men’s room at 
the Boise airport.  But I didn’t let it get to me.  I outmaneu-
vered a forest ranger for position #1 at the free toilet at the 
end of the line.  When he saw me he just backed off. 

It seemed like a long time but the fellow in the free 
stall finally came out.  I’ll say one thing for the Boise air-
port.  This toilet had a lock on the door.  I thank them for 
that! 

I’m not going to tell you how I got rid of all that maple 
syrup but I suddenly realized that I looked worse than 
when I started.  A business associate picked me up at bag-
gage claim and he didn’t say much except to ask if the seat 
belt signs were on the entire flight. 

In any case, I would like to suggest that you quit heat-
ing your god-damn maple syrup! 

 
Best Regards,  
Carl Dailey 

 
At Large Correspondent – Gerri Adams 

Hobby to Consider 

 
I remember so vividly being at 
work and dreaming about be-
ing retired and all of the won-
derful things I could do if only 
I had the time.  Then retire-
ment came.  Some of us are 
busier now and have absolutely 
no idea how we ever worked 
and do all of the things we did.  
Others need to find hobbies to 
keep them active and involved. 

Well, today I want to share with you a hobby that my 
husband got interested in many years ago.  Long before 
retirement, but one that easily carries over into retirement 
and one that you might want to consider. 

Have you ever visited the beach and seen people hold-
ing these rods or poles, some with head phones connected 
and some without, swinging the poles over the sand or in 
the water.  Every once in a while, they stop, dig up some 
sand, and then look eagerly into their scoops.  Sometimes 
picking something out of their scoop and sometimes not.  
Well, they are treasure hunters.  These poles are metal de-
tectors and these individuals are looking for lost items in 
the sand or water.  Sometimes their finds are exceptional 
but the majority of the time their finds are pull tabs, tent 
stakes, bottle caps, and any item that has metal on it. 

However, many times the treasure hunter finds coins, 
toe rings, earrings, finger rings, watches, sun glasses, toy 
cars and many other items containing some type of metal. 

There are a number of treasure hunters out there and 
many clubs for these hunters to share their experiences.  
We belong to a club here in St. Petersburg called Suncoast 
Research and Recovery Club.  We probably have well over 
100 members and we meet every month.  Hunters have a 
monthly competition where they show their finds found in 
the last 30 days.  Club members vote on the best single 
item of jewelry, group of jewelry, special finds and several 
other categories.  It is always amazing to see what every-
one finds in a month just by roaming the beaches and 
parks. 

Our club belongs to a special group called Ring Find-
ers International.  Members of our club can sign up to be-
come a ring finder and here is what they do.  Visitors and 
residents visit the beach every day.  They lather up with 
sun tan lotion, go into the water; which can make your skin 
shrink, and they start playing Frisbee, throwing a football, 
or simply swim in the water.  Next thing they know they 
look down at their finger or arm and their ring, bracelet, or 
special necklace is missing; gone in the sand and surf.  In 
some cases, these are special family pieces that have senti-
mental value beyond monetary value.  In other cases, the 
monetary value of the item may have been substantial.  

If the person suffering the loss does a computer search 
or talks to the personnel at their hotel front desks, they find 
or are told about the Ring Finders International.  If search-
ing on the computer for the local area, our club pops up on 
the search.  Either way many give our club a call. 

We have some club members who act as area coordi-
nators who upon getting the call reach out to those club 
members who signed up to be part of this special group.  
The coordinator gets the specifics about location, time, 
activities they were doing, when did they discover the loss, 
any land markers they can share to help us locate the exact 
location.  A group of club member volunteers show up at a 
specific time and place and start looking.  Our coordinator 
tries to determine the depth of the water at the time of loss 
so that our search area is as accurate as possible. 

Many times, the person knows almost exactly where 
they lost the item, but in other cases they have no clue and 
provide only general facts.  I am happy to say that our find 
rate runs somewhere around 75%.  One of the highlights of 
belonging to this group is being able to see the faces of the 
individuals when their lost item is presented back to them.  
Tears of joy usually flow, many say “my wife was going to 

kill me if I lost my wedding ring”, and everyone is amazed 
that we do this on a volunteer, no cost basis.  If they desire 
to give a donation to the local club, we are happy to share 
with them how that can be done. 

My husband started metal detecting over 30 years ago.  
He enjoys being outside in the fresh air, walking up and 
down the beach, but most of all he loves detecting in the 
water.  Over the years some of his special finds have been 
a ladies Rolex watch (real), a platinum wedding band with 
a date engraved inside indicating it was only a week old, 
many class rings, several of which we were able to locate 
the owner and return the ring to them.  One in particular 
stands out.  My husband found a class ring at Clearwater 

Gerri Adams 
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Beach and then tried to find the school it was from.  Fi-
nally, after many attempts we found the individual who 
lived in Ohio.  Upon reaching them we found that their son 
had lost his class ring on spring break 3 years earlier.  They 
thought it was gone for good and they would never see it 
again.  They were shocked and surprised when we made 
contact with them and said we had found it.  We returned it 
to them and they were so grateful.  That ring had been in 
the water for a very long time but my husband happened 
upon it and was persistent in finding the owner. 

Metal detecting is not only limited to the beaches.  
You can relic hunt in areas of interest; you can hunt while 
on cruises, you can even hunt overseas.  We have taken the 
metal detector with us on many vacations and found sev-
eral nice items. 

If you are looking for a hobby, love being out in the 
fresh air, and can patiently wait for a find,  give metal de-
tecting a try.  It can be a lot of fun! 

 

United Airlines Invests in Battery-Maker  

Natron Energy With Eye Toward Further  

Electrifying Ground Operations 

November 30, 2022 

 
United Airlines today an-
nounced a strategic equity 
investment in Natron En-
ergy, a battery manufacturer 
whose sodium-ion batteries 
have the potential to help 
United electrify its airport 
ground equipment like 

pushback tractors and operations at the gate.  United has 
made substantial investments in companies developing 
technology to reduce aircraft emissions, but Natron is the 
first that has the potential to reduce the greenhouse gas 
footprint from United’s ground operations. 

“United Airlines Ventures was created to identify com-

panies spearheading the next generation of innovative and 

emissions-reducing technology,” said Michael Leskinen, 
President of United Airline Ventures.  “Out of the gate, we 

primarily focused on technology designed to help reduce 

carbon emissions from our airplanes.  Natron’s cutting-

edge sodium-ion batteries presented an ideal opportunity 

to both potentially expand our sustainability investment 

portfolio to our ground operations, and to help make our 

airport operations more resilient.  United is looking for-

ward to future opportunities to work with our airport part-

ners on sustainable technology initiatives.”  United has 
more than 12,000 pieces of motorized ground equipment 
across its operations, of which about one third are currently 
electric.  Natron’s batteries could potentially be deployed 
in support of a number of uses, including: 

Charging electric ground equipment 
Charging anticipated future electric aircraft such 

as electric air taxis 
Allowing airport operations to manage electricity 

demand 

Greatly improving resiliency related to inclement 
weather 

“Natron’s sodium-ion batteries will help the aviation 

industry achieve its decarbonization and EV goals,” said 
Colin Wessells, CEO of Natron Energy.  “Our batteries 

provide the high power over short distances that ground 

service equipment needs, and unlike lithium-ion, Natron’s 

batteries are completely nonflammable and can be safely 

deployed into ground service operations.” 
The sodium-ion batteries contain several features that 

distinguish them from existing battery technology.  In ad-
dition to better output and cycle life than their lithium 
counterparts, testing performed by an independent testing 
service has shown these batteries to be nonflammable, a 
critical safeguard for the high usage and power that would 
be required for certain operations.  The minerals used in 
sodium-ion batteries are abundant worldwide and are eas-
ily sourced, unlike lithium which is in short supply with 
demand expected to triple by 2025. 

Natron plans to use the funds to accelerate production 
at its manufacturing facility in Holland, Michigan, where it 
will scale operations to begin mass production of UL-listed 
sodium-ion batteries in 2023. 

Launched in 2021, UAV is a first-of-its-kind sustain-
ability-focused ventures fund that targets startups, upcom-
ing technologies, and concepts that will complement 
United’s goal of net zero emissions by 2050 – without re-
lying on traditional carbon offsets such as planting trees.  
UAV’s portfolio now includes SAF producers and other 
technologies including carbon utilization, hydrogen-
electric engines, electric regional aircraft, and urban air 
mobility. 

 

United Brings Back Kids’ Meals Onboard 

November 9, 2022 

 
United Airlines today 
announced the return 
of kids’ meals onboard, 
just in time for holiday 
travel.  From chicken 
tenders and grilled 
cheese to French toast 
and dessert, children 
can now enjoy both 

breakfast and lunch/dinner menus on select United flights 
where complimentary meals are served.  To request a kids’ 
meal, customers can choose the “Children’s Special 
Meals” option when booking a ticket or add a request to an 
existing reservation using the United® mobile app.  Start-
ing next year, kids’ meals will be available for pre-order to 
customers traveling in eligible cabins on select United 
flights.  With pre-order, our youngest travelers will be able 
to choose the kids’ meal they want to enjoy onboard before 
departure of any United flight eligible for pre-order. 

“We’re committed to providing a great onboard ex-

perience for all of our customers, and we’re thrilled to be 

able to offer our youngest flyers new, kid-friendly food 
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options on select routes,” said Aaron McMillan, United’s 
managing director of hospitality and planning.  “We know 

there’s a lot to balance when traveling as a family – espe-

cially during the busy holiday season – and hope this helps 

to put parents' minds at ease as they prepare for travel 

with us.” 
United’s kids’ meals are available now on flights 

greater than 2,000 miles, in cabins where complimentary 
meal service is offered, and include kid-friendly breakfast 
and lunch/dinner options.  For select domestic flights 
(including Hawaii) and international flights departing the 
U.S., the children’s menu includes French toast with sau-
sage, fruit and a croissant for breakfast, and chicken ten-
ders with fruit, a dinner roll and dessert for lunch and din-
ner.  For international flights returning to the U.S., children 
will also have the option of ordering the French toast meal 
for breakfast, but can order a grilled cheese sandwich with 
fruit, dinner roll and dessert for lunch and dinner. 

 

United Becomes First U.S. Airline  

to Invest in Biofuel Refinery 

November 15, 2022 

 
Today, United Airlines Ventures (UAV) announced a 

strategic investment in NEXT Renewable Fuels (NEXT), 
which is permitting a flagship biofuel refinery in Port 
Westward, Oregon, with expected production beginning in 
2026.  NEXT is a Houston-based company developing the 
biorefinery which, at full production, could produce up to 
50,000 barrels per day of Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF), 
renewable diesel, and other renewable fuels.  UAV could 
invest as much as $37.5 million into NEXT, as long as the 
company meets certain milestone targets. 

“Right now, one of the biggest barriers to increasing 

supply and lowering costs of sustainable fuel is that we 

don’t have the infrastructure in place to transport it effi-

ciently, but NEXT’s strategic location and assets solve that 

problem and provide a blueprint for future facilities that 

need to be built,” said Michael Leskinen, President of 
United Airline Ventures.  “We believe this investment will 

not only bolster NEXT's ambitions and create near-term 

solutions to expand our SAF supply, but further demon-

strates our commitment toward producing SAF at the scale 

necessary to decarbonize the aviation industry.” 
NEXT’s biorefinery offers several unique benefits 

including access to a deep-water port, an existing indus-
trial-grade dock, and multi-modal logistics options, which 
facilitates access to feedstock options and fast-growth SAF 
offtake markets on the west coast.  NEXT has secured an 
agreement with BP for sourcing 100 percent of its feed-
stock, further de-risking supply issues smaller facilities 
have historically experienced.  NEXT has also received a 
crucial air permit from the State of Oregon.  Once all the 
necessary approvals and permits are obtained and the bio-
refinery is operational, it has the potential to be used as a 
platform to scale SAF and deploy additional future tech-
nologies. 

“The clean fuels industry is taking off and our access 

to feedstocks, multi-modal distribution, and major industry 

players positions us to be a leading SAF supplier on the 

West Coast,” said Christopher Efird, CEO and Chairperson 
of NEXT.  “United’s investment in NEXT strengthens our 

resolve to be one of the clean fuels leaders in the transpor-

tation sector.” 
Today’s announcement marks UAV’s fifth SAF-

related technology investment, and its first investment di-
rectly in a biorefinery.  United has been an industry leader 
in advocating for alternative jet fuel for years – including 
investing in more SAF production than any other airline in 
the world and flying the world’s first passenger flight us-
ing 100% SAF in one engine. United also launched the 
Eco-Skies Alliance program, which among its 30 corporate 
participants, has collectively purchased more than 7 mil-
lion gallons of sustainable aviation fuel. 

Launched in 2021, UAV is a first-of-its-kind sustain-
ability-focused ventures fund that targets startups, upcom-
ing technologies, and concepts that will complement 
United’s goal of net zero emissions by 2050 – without re-
lying on traditional carbon offsets such as voluntary offsets 
or planting trees.  To date, UAV’s portfolio includes SAF 
producers and other companies advancing technologies 
including carbon utilization, hydrogen-electric engines, 
electric regional aircraft and air taxis. 

 
Torgy’s Travel Tips – January 2023 

Southampton Cruise Port 

 
I’ve been asked by readers of 
this column to provide more 
information on various cruise 
ports as I did a few years ago.  
So, this month’s column will 
explain how to easily navigate 
(excuse the pun) cruising out of 
the UK’s busiest international 
cruise port:  Southampton, lo-
cated on the south coast of 
England. 
Cruising seems to be back in 

full swing after nearly 3 years of Covid restrictions.  As of 
this date, most cruise lines have now lifted their mandatory 
pre-boarding Covid test protocols and US citizens may re-
enter the USA without testing.  With these 2 barriers gone 
it has eased the uncertainty surrounding international travel 
by ship.  And that’s why my husband and I opted for a 14 
day trans-Atlantic, positioning cruise from Southampton, 
England to Fort Lauderdale, FL a couple months ago.  

We always travel to our embarkation port at least a 
day (or more) early to make sure we don’t miss our ship’s 
departure.  This way, we attempt to avoid en-route delays 
due to weather, mechanical, labor interruptions or mis-
routed baggage.  Having never been to Southampton be-
fore, we decided to have a mini-vacation in the area before 
the ship departed.  I diligently searched online for transpor-
tation options from Heathrow to the port as well as hotel 
offerings in the area.  There are a plethora of options and it 

Kathie Torgison 
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is wise to consider the time of day you want to travel and 
how long you will feel comfortable traveling after a long 
overnight flight.  Happily, I found just the right combina-
tion of convenience, location and price using public trans-
portation. 

No direct train service exists between Heathrow and 
Southampton.  A change of train in either Waterloo Station 
or Victoria Station in London is required, which makes the 
journey much more complicated and expensive than the 
option we took:  National Express Bus 
(www.nationalexpress.com.uk).  National Express is the 
largest operator of scheduled bus services in the UK.  The 
buses are large, clean, with comfortable reclining seats, 
tinted windows and curtains.  They offer free Wi-Fi, toilets 
and cordial drivers who load/unload your bags from the 
cargo area.  National Express serves almost every popula-
tion center in England, plus Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dublin 
and Belfast.  There are 6 trips a day between LHR and 
Southampton and the journey takes 1:50 min.  The bus 
stops at 3 points within the Heathrow Airport complex, 
making it easy to find no matter which terminal you arrive 
or depart from.  United flights use terminal 2 and it is a 
mere 5-minute walk after claiming your bags to the 
“Central Bus Station” as indicated on overhead signs.  If 
you arrive via BA in Terminal 5, National Express uses 
stops 11-15 outside of baggage claim.  Each bus is white, 
with the destination clearly visible above the windshield 
and the route # displayed on the side and back.  Since we 
were flying non-rev on BA, I waited till we had boarding 
passes in hand for our SEALHR flight before going online 
on my smart phone to purchase our bus tickets to South-
ampton.  The confirmation was instantaneous and included 
a QR code which the bus driver simply scanned upon our 
boarding at Heathrow.  The cost was £11.00 each.  After a 
picturesque drive on the M3 via Baskingstoke and Win-
chester we arrived in the seaside port of Southampton at 
Harbour Parade, the central coach station.  Notably, the 
Southampton Central Train Station is about 2 blocks away 
but we arrived faster and with much less hassle! 

There are 4 main international cruise terminals in 
Southampton:  Queen Elizabeth II Cruise Terminal and 
Ocean Cruise Terminal (adjacent to each other) and the 
Mayflower Cruise and Horizon Cruise Terminals a few 
blocks west.  Southampton was the departure point for the 
Mayflower that brought the pilgrims to Plymouth Rock 
and it is also famous as the boarding point for the maiden 
(and tragic) voyage of the Titanic.  You will find plaques, 
street names and memorials to both ships all around South-
ampton.  

Our Princess ship docked at the Queen Elizabeth Ter-
minal and I found accommodations online so close-by that 
we actually walked to the embarkation point.  The White 
Star Tavern on Oxford Street offered B&B type accommo-
dations all themed around the Titanic ownership company, 
the White Star Line.  Don’t be off-put that the hotel has 
“tavern” in its name.  It is a quaint, family-friendly estab-
lishment with a restaurant and licensed bar on the street 
level and 13 rooms upstairs.  There are several alcoves 

appointed with couches and easy chairs on the main floor 
where you can savor a pint or cocktail while people watch-
ing the pedestrian-only street outside.  The included break-
fasts are huge!  Another hotel named Room2Hometel, lo-
cated on Queen’s Terrace Rd is another convenient alterna-
tive.  It has a sizeable lobby area with a coffee bar open to 
non-guests alike and large windows looking directly over 
Queen’s Park to the QE terminal.  It does not offer break-
fast, however.  If you are sailing on Carnival or Cunard 
which use the Mayflower Terminal, or MSC, NCL or Re-
gent Seven Seas who use the Horizon Terminal, choose a 
hotel such as the Ibis or Novotel along West Quay Rd.  

Now there’s plenty to do in and around Southampton.  
There are several medieval walls and gateways still in exis-
tence and the city is small and easily walkable.  Check out 
Bargate on York Walk, a pedestrian friendly zone, for a 
good example of a huge ancient city gate.  You will find 
plenty of restaurants on this street, as well.  Another fun 
trip is visiting the Isle of Wight.  Remember the Beatles 
hit, “When I’m 64”?  Paul sings, “Every summer we could 
rent a cottage on the Isle of Wight, if it’s not too dear.”  
Well, it’s only a 25 minute ferry ride on the Red Jet fast 
ferry over to Cowes where you can hop on any of several 
Southern Vectis double-decker buses for great views all 
around the 23 x 13 miles of island.  Both credit cards or 
Pounds are accepted on the bus and there are day pass op-

tions.  We stopped by the 
Well-Bred Bakery & Cafe 
on High Street to grab one 
of their gigantic scones (big 
enough to feed both of us) 
before catching bus #1 to 
Newport, located in the cen-
ter of the island.  Transfer-
ring there to bus #2 takes 
you on a beautiful scenic 
drive through quaint villages 
all the way to the northeast 

coast port of Ryde.  Here you are treated to great views of 
Southampton and Portsmouth across the Solent Strait.  
You can take #4 from Ryde to visit Queen Victoria’s Os-
borne House and/or continue 
to the last stop of East Cowes.  
Then decide if you want to 
return to Southampton via the 
larger car and passenger ferry 
here, or, walk over the foot-
bridge back to Cowes and 
catch the Red Jet fast ferry.  

A full day adventure can 
be yours by also visiting 
nearby Portsmouth.  A port 
city and naval base, Ports-
mouth is known for its mari-
time heritage and the Ports-
mouth Historic Dockyard.  The 
National Museum of the Royal 
Navy houses the wooden war-
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ship HMS Victory (remember the Battle of Trafalgar & 
Admiral Nelson) and the Mary Rose, the historic ship from 
King Henry VIII’s Tudor Navy which sank in the year 
1545.  This sunken ship was raised from the Solent Strait 
in 1982 and is undergoing restoration at the museum.  It is 
a remarkable exhibit, housed in a climate controlled and 
lighted environment to prevent further deterioration.  
Portsmouth has several designated walking paths in the 
Dockyards as well as ferry service to/from the Isle of 
Wight.  Travel time by train is 40 minutes from Southamp-
ton, or for a real adventure, take a public double-decker 
bus with the locals and see all the villages between the two 
port cities.  You will definitely thank your bus driver who 
has to negotiate all the tiny, winding lanes and traffic while 
keeping on schedule on this route –kind of like Mr. Toad’s 
Wild Ride!  A note of caution:  the bus does not operate 
back to Southampton after 4PM because of too much con-
gestion on these tiny roads. 

So, when your next cruise leaves out of Southampton, 
or you feel inclined to visit the south coast of England, 
keep all these tips in mind.  Cheerio! 

ALABAMA 
 

Our December meeting was hosted by Jim & Donna 
Gooch in their beautiful home in Homewood, AL  Joining 
Jim & Donna were Bobby & Jean Cox, Herb & Carol 
Wilbanks, Ken & Beverly Yeager, Travis & Zoe Glass 
and daughter Terrissa Mendum, Joe & Jane Jones and 
guests Dr. Kent & Belva Johns. 

Anniversary wishes to Jim & Donna Gooch on De-
cember 20, and birthday wishes to Herb Wilbanks on De-
cember 8, Bobby Cox on December 30 and Travis Glass 
on December 31. 

We meet every three months for lunch at various res-
taurants in Birmingham and invite all retired United em-
ployees and their families to join us.  For more informa-
tion, you may call me at the above phone number. 

 

ARIZONA 
 

The year is coming to a close.  Hope it was a good 
year for all of you!  Our November breakfast brought some 
visitors.  Pam Gilbertson retired from SFOCS and previ-
ously worked in SFORR, SFOTO, PHXOZ, SJCOZ, 
SMFCS and finished in SFOCS; Pam lives in Surprise.  
Esther Cohen retired from SANCS but worked in SFOTO 
and SEARR; she is a friend of Pam Gilbertson and she 
brought a friend not connected with UAL.  Pam found us 
on the RUAEA site.  The group closer to her would be the 
Phoenix Azures but she could not find any information on 
their meetings.  Maybe she will join our group despite the 
long drive.  Orland Baldwin brought his sister from Spo-
kane with him.  We had 23 people at our November break-
fast.  Next breakfast is scheduled for December 16 at 
9AM, Black Bear Diner, 1890 E. Baseline Rd. in Gilbert.  
Please notify our VP Peg Snowdall, (480) 396-3317 or 
email her, phomfeldt@cox.net a couple days before so she 
can notify the restaurant.  We have a private room to the 
left as you enter the restaurant. 

LOCAL NEWS 

SWEET HOME ALABAMA 

Joe E. Jones, Ret. ORDFO 
12115 County Road 29 
Clanton, AL 35045 
(205) 646-3825 
autiger@centurytel.net 

Rules For Submitting Articles  

To The Newsletter 
 

All articles submitted for publishing in the 
Newsletter are due in the Denver Office on the 7th of 

each month.  This includes chapter reports, letters for the 
“Letters” Column, obituary listings (Note:  Rules for 

submitting an obituary notice is listed in the Obits section 

of this Newsletter), and in general, any item for inclusion 
into the current Newsletter.  All items received after the 
7th are subject to be considered for the next Newsletter. 

Newsletter articles may be sent by e-mail to John 
Chu at johnqchu@hotmail.com  and 
ruaeanl@qwestoffice.net.  If sent by U.S. Mail, address to 
RUAEA, 7401 MLK Blvd, Denver, CO 80207-2433.  
Please allow for postal delay.  We cannot extend the 
deadline! 

Please note that all submitted articles are subject to 

editing and approval by the Newsletter Manager.  Once 
they are published in the RUAEA Newsletter, they 
become the property of RUAEA.  If you have any 
questions, comments or concerns, please feel free to 
contact me.  My contact information is listed in the 
Newsletter. 
 

John Chu - Newsletter Manager 
johnqchu@hotmail.com 

For all Membership & Newsletter Circulation 

issues, please contact Membership Secretary: 

Michael Malesardi . 

Phone Number:  (303) 780-5022 

       -or-        

RUAEA, 7401 MLK Blvd., Denver, CO 80207-2433 

Email:  ruaea@qwestoffice.net 

PHOENIX RE-UNITEDS 
Matalynne Wandel 
Correspondent 
matalynne@hotmail.com 
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December Birthdays ~ Jim Brigante (12/2), Ginny 
Rockenhauser (12/7), Marilyn Fairley (12/12), Sandi 
Fowler (12/15), Doreen Cloud (12/16), Iris Henrikson 
(12/24) and Peggy Snowdall (12/31). 

December Anniversaries ~ Mike & Iris Hendrikson 
(12/4), John & JoAnne Griffin (12/18) and Chuck & 
Jennifer Strohmaier (12/18). 

We had 40 attend our Christmas Luncheon on Decem-
ber 6.  We met at the caterer’s home and enjoyed delicious 
food on his patio.  The White Elephant gift giving was fun 
with some interesting gifts exchanged.  

Happy Holidays and may 2023 bring us all good 
health and happy days! 
 
Calendar: 
December 16 – Breakfast at the Black Bear Diner in Gil-
bert 
 

We are the Tucson Roadrunners, an active chapter.  
We meet for lunch at various Tucson restaurants on the 3rd 
Thursday of every month except in November and Decem-
ber, when it is the 2nd Thursday.  All retirees are welcome 
to join us. 

If you would like to attend our luncheons, you can e-
mail Pat Sommer Di Lallo at rpdgarlic41@comcast.net or 
call either Pat Di Lallo (520) 825-7370 or Sandy Lawyer 
(847) 826-2640 for information. 

We look forward to seeing you. 
 

CALIFORNIA 
 

There is no report this month from the California 
NorthStaters chapter of RUAEA. 
 

Calendar: 
December 14 - Wednesday, 11:30 AM at Vincent & Kay 
Neidlinger’s home in Redding. 
 

We are about to start another year after celebrating 
Thanksgiving and looking ahead to Christmas and January 
1st.  Our Chapter didn’t have much news to report and our 
membership has dwindled.  We used to have a Christmas 
present exchange party, but with the COVID we cancelled 
it the past three or four years.  This year will be no differ-
ent.  Our President Mike Zoldak said our December 
luncheon will be on December 14th at our favorite Rosa’s 
restaurant in Pismo Beach.  Again, my wife’s and my 
health problems will keep us from attending.  I hope there 
will be a good turn out and Mike will let me know of any 
news. 

Mike did tell me of the next 2023 Convention that will 
be held again in San Diego on September 29 to October 4.  
He is advising members early enough, if they plan on at-
tending.  I used to visit San Diego since my cousin lived 
there who worked for one of the big aircraft companies.  
He also was a founding member of the airplane museum 
that is in Balboa Park.  It has been several years since I 
visited San Diego so I hope I have the museum location 
correct.  He was also involved in the museum in San Car-
los, CA.  More than once did he fly up from San Diego to 
stay with us while he visited the museum. 

I just received the December Newsletter and from 
what I read, it was a very well received Convention. There 
were only a few names I recognized that the various Chap-
ters wrote about.  It has been 35 years since I retired, so not 
remembering names that I have had no contact with, is 
easy to do.  The same goes for not flying anywhere any-
more.  I’m just happy remembering the good one days and 
especially prior to the jet age and moving from MDW to 
ORD. 

Have you ever heard a flight attendant make this an-
nouncement?  “We are pleased to have some of the best 

pilots in the industry.  Unfortunately, none of them are on 

this flight.” 

CALIFORNIA 

NORTHSTATERS 

Chico, California 
Sharon Simonton, Secretary 
P.O. Box 2257 
Paradise, CA  95967 
(530) 990-0936 
sbsimonton@comcast.net 

TUCSON 

ROADRUNNER 

Pat Sommer Di Lallo, 
Treasurer 
14740 N. Palmwood Dr. 
Oro Valley, AZ 85755 
(520) 825-7370 
rpdgarlic41@comcast.net 

CENTRAL COASTERS 

Avila Beach, CA 
Al Rybar 
P.O. Box 2298 
Avila Beach, CA 93424 
(805) 595-2532 
papawow@charter.net 
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The Desert Sunbirds met for lunch on December 14th 
at the Miracle Springs Resort and Spa in Desert Hot 
Springs, CA; hosted by Gay Traber. 

Sadly, we have lost two members since our last report; 
Dee Whately passed away on October 13 and Shirley 
(Spitl) Schiewe passed away on November 16. 
 

Happy New Year to everyone from the East Bay 
Diablos group!  I hope your December was one of fun and 
memorable get-togethers with family and friends.  As I 
write this on December 7, it feels like 2023 is a long time 
away, but then I look at my calendar and all it takes is to 
flip one page and voila!  It’s 2023! 

Our group holds in person monthly meetings on the 
first Monday of the month all year long.  The restaurants 
are still dealing with staff shortages, so we have to give 
them a count beforehand for our meetings.  If you are go-
ing to attend our meetings, you must RSVP prior to the 
meeting.  I have put the dates of our upcoming meetings 
and the RSVP deadlines below.  At every meeting we have 
two raffles, one for money and one for door prizes.  We 
pay two dollars for three tickets and the winner gets a por-
tion of the money collected.  The door prizes are whatever 
people are inspired to bring.  We average about 16 people 
at our meetings throughout the year, but virtually all our 
members come to our June meeting which is a catered 
BBQ luncheon; and to our December meeting at Zio 
Fraedo’s. 

Our December luncheon was held on December 5 at 
Zio Fraedo’s in Pleasant Hill with 24 members in atten-
dance.  What a wonderful way to start the holidays, being 
with good friends we see often.  This restaurant is known 
for their prime rib, but others at my table said their chicken 
cordon bleu and salmon were also excellent.  Jan Soder-

strom and Wilma Leather were the cashiers.  Joe 
Leather collected the raffle money and Tom Cunning-

ham called out the winning numbers.  As in years past, our 
very crafty and clever Wilma Leather made darling favors 

for everyone.  She comes up with the cutest ideas every 
year.  This year it was a small snowman ornament made 
out of three white wooden beads for the body, and a black 
bead and washer-shaped bead for the hat.  I am not the 
least bit creative so I admire anyone who is.  You could 
give me three white beads, a black bead and the washer-
shaped bead and I still would have no idea what to do with 
it!  Carol Parks brings candy to every meeting and she 
gave everyone Ghirardelli Squares.  It was great to see 
Jack & Judi Smith who missed our November meeting.  
Jack has finished his round of radiation and says he is do-
ing well.  We collect Toys for Tots at this meeting and we 
had a nice collection of gifts for kids of all ages.  After the 
meeting, “the guys” bundled up all the toys in giant plastic 
bags and loaded them into Diane Griego’s vehicle for de-
livery to the fire department.  

Reservoir levels ~ Last month I asked Californians to 
start doing Rain Dances.  Actually, now we need the whole 
country doing it for all the areas in the U.S. that are in se-
vere drought.  If you want to follow reservoir levels your-
self, the link is at https://www.americangeosciences.org/
critical-issues/maps/interactive-map-water-levels-major-
reservoirs-california.  Go to the fourth paragraph and click 
on the green “here” to get daily totals.  The graphs show 
current levels and historical average levels for that date for 
all major California reservoirs.  Our three largest reservoirs 
are Shasta, Oroville and Trinity.  Between November 1 and 
December 7, two of the three lost water.  Shasta’s water 
level dropped from 38% of capacity to 31%.  Oroville 
dropped from 31% to 28%, and Trinity stayed the same at 
22% of capacity.  I also follow the Lake Shasta water level 
at https://shasta.uslakes.info/Level/.  Between  November 1 
and December 7, Lake Shasta’s water level remained the 
same - 919 feet deep, which is 148 feet below full. 

Therapy dogs at SJC ~ My friend Barbara and her 
English Cream Golden Retriever Bailey, and I and my 
Miniature Poodle Bijou, did not get to the airport in No-
vember.  However, we are going on Thursday, December 
8th, and I’ll report on that next month.  Bijou’s picture and 
bio are now on the SJC website with all the other therapy 
animals at https://www.flysanjose.com/therapy-animals 

Barbara Cunningham is collecting both new and 
used Christmas cards.  She donates them to a local special 
education teacher who uses them in his classroom.  He has 
told Barbara he can use “all the cards he can get.”  The 
students make gift cards which they sell at the school fund-
raiser.  If you have cards you’d like to donate, please con-
tact Barbara at (925) 846-8123 or tbcunning-
ham43@gmail.com for more info, or just mail them to her 
directly at 3556 Touriga, Pleasanton, CA 94566-6931.  
This teacher needs just the cards, no envelopes.  At our 
meeting on December 5, Barbara again asked me to thank 
everyone who has been sending her cards.   

Jan Soderstrom is collecting coupons for the charity 
Support our Troops.  This is a service project of her 
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) chapter.  
According to Feeding America, an estimated 160,000 mili-
tary families experienced difficulty putting food on the 

EAST BAY DIABLOS 

Contra Costa County 
Jan Soderstrom 
30 San Piedras Place 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
(925) 833-9184 
Janet.soderstrom@yahoo.com 

DESERT SUNBIRDS 

Palm Springs Area 
Thomas Sabo 
sabo.thomas@yahoo.com 
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table in 2020.  Troops in junior enlisted ranks are espe-
cially vulnerable to food insecurity — almost 30% need 
help. 

I would like to ask all of you to cut out coupons and 
mail them to me at 30 San Piedras Place, San Ramon, CA 
94583-3018.  This is such an easy thing to do to support 
our troops.  If you are scissors impaired, ask your grand-
kids to help!  For the price of a first class stamp, you can 
get about 90 coupons in an envelope.  The coupons have to 
say “Manufacturer’s Coupon”.  If they come in a strip, 
could you please cut it into separate coupons?  The col-
lected coupons are then distributed to overseas military 
personnel for use in their commissaries.  The commissaries 
honor them for six months after the published expiration 
date so expired coupons can be sent too.  In my area, the 
coupons come in Tuesday’s mail along with the supermar-
ket ads, and then in the Sunday paper. 

I am so grateful for the kindness of all the RUAEA 
members who are helping me with this project.  On No-
vember 12th, I turned in a whopping 2078 coupons to my 
DAR coupon chair.  I wish you could have seen the look 
on her face when I gave her the very heavy envelope!  No-
vember’s total was high because two RUAEA members, 
Trudy Engeldinger in CA and Sherry Hughes in TX sent 
manila envelopes bursting at the seams with coupons!  
Then on December 3rd, I turned in another 641. 

I would like to thank the East Bay Diablos members 
who bring coupons to our meetings - Tracey Blanchard, 
Barb Cunningham, Tom Johnson, Glenda Kennedy, 
Margaret McGhee, Carol Parks and Russ Schleske. 

I would also like to thank the many people all over the 
U.S. who are mailing coupons to me - Julia Montalvo in 
FL, Paul Pfisterer in PA, Sue Sealey and Sheryl Schu-

bert in CO, Rosalie Betschart in OR, Marcella Kern and 
Betty Ogburn in NJ, Barbara Sakely and Lindy Perkins 
in IL, (first name unknown) Lockhart in NY, and a mys-
tery person in Millbrae CA (name not in return address).  
Thank you all! 

Our meetings are the first Monday of the month and 
we meet all 12 months of the year.  Upcoming Meetings:  
Please join us! 

Monday, January 2 at 11:00. — El Tapatio, 40 
Golf Club Rd, Pleasant Hill.  We order from the 
regular menu and have separate checks.  Must 
R S V P  t o  J a n  S o d e r s t r o m  a t 
janet.soderstrom@yahoo.com or (925) 833-9184 
by Thursday, December 29. 

Monday, February 6 at 11:00.— Meeting place to 
be voted on at the January meeting.  It will be ei-
ther Old Spaghetti Factory, 1955 Mt. Diablo Street 
in Concord; or The Black Bear Diner, 700 Ban-
croft Road, Walnut Creek.  We order from the 
regular menu and have separate checks.  Must 
RSVP to Diane Griego at diangriego@aol.com or 
(925) 676-6097 by Thursday, February 2. 

Until next month, take care and do everything you can 
to stay healthy!   
 

By the time you read this, Thanksgiving and Christmas 
will have prepped us for 2023 and all the new and exciting 
ventures and adventures we get to face this coming New 
Year.  We have all had our share of Covid – our arms look 
like pin cushions – then comes the wretched Flu bug and 
more shots in the arm!  The kiddies are back in school and 
are sharing more bugs and we are back to masking again.  
Looks like this is going to be an ongoing “I don’t know 
what you have, you’ll just have to ride it out” kind of an-
swer from your local Doc (and then you get his bill!) 

There are plenty of things to be thankful for.  We, here 
on the left coast, have finally gotten some much needed 
rain and the snow pack in the Sierras is looking great.  Our 
reservoirs will start to fill up and our farmers will get to 
water their crops.  The Golden Gaters will get to enjoy the 
use of the Recreation Center in Foster City for the 2023 
year – the building is quite old and is in need of repair.  
Plans are in the making for a new facility … but it will take 
the year, plus some, to get recommendations put together.  

Our group is dwindling and the Board decided (gasp) 
to lower our dues to $10 per member – bet you haven’t 
heard of anyone, or anything, (in this area,) lowering 
prices.  Our meetings will change slightly – we will have 
our regular meeting with BYOBL (bring your own bag 
lunch,) we will not serve food on a regular basis.  For spe-
cial occasions we will go to a local restaurant for lunch – 
here is what we plan: 

January 23rd – BYOBL - Meeting 
February 27th – Meeting then off to a local Chi-

nese Restaurant to Celebrate Chinese New Years 
March 27th – BYOBL possibly have a speaker – 

will advise everyone in January. 
Please send in … better yet … come to the meeting 

and pay your dues – Treasurer, Peter Cooper, 1583 
Roberta Dr., San Mateo, CA 94403 will gladly take your 
check.  Make your check out to UAL Retirees. 

If anyone wants to volunteer to take over the Kitchen 
duties, please let us know; this is the reason we have had to 
change our method for our meetings.  We will still have 
Pot Luck luncheons as they are very popular, box meals 
from KFC, Subway Sandwiches, Pizza, the list goes on.  
Any suggestions? 

We looked forward to our Christmas luncheon at The 
Fish Market – lot of laughter, tasty food and some wild and 
wooly sweaters.  Missing from our regulars – Ella Mae 
Donovan fell and broke her arm and hip and will spend 
time recouping.  Kathy Hutt has moved to Idaho to be 
close to her family.  Pat Ortega broke a bone in her foot 

GOLDEN GATERS 
SFO – Bay Area 
Ginger Dahlberg 
821 Magellan Lane 
Foster City, CA 94404 
(650) 224-1865 
gingersfo@aol.com 
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and is looking gorgeous with her new “boot,” she did get 
to the Fish Market tho!  I see that Connie Glattly is hang-
ing up her typewriter – back in the day, I was on the com-
mittee for the convention in MSP and had so much fun 
being around her.  What a hoot!!  (Do Loonies hoot?)  
Happy re-retirement dear Connie, enjoy lounging around, 
eating bon-bons and staying warm.  Several of our mem-
bers are sailing away on the Royal Princess Comedy 
Cruise (5 nights/6 days) SFO/at Sea/SAN/Ensenada/at Sea/
SFO – special California rates that are hard to beat.  Let 
Ginger know if you want to come along (see above email/
phone.) 

Special thanks go out to both President Vera Kina for 
all her hard work and keeping us on the straight and nar-
row and Auditor Gene Walter for his many years on the 
Board.  You are very much appreciated. 

Come join us if you are in town, all United and Conti-
nental retirees are welcome - we meet on the 4th Monday 
of the month at 11:00am at the William Walker Recreation 
Facility, 650 Shell Blvd., (Shell Blvd. and East Hillsdale 
Blvd.), Blue Bird Room, Foster City, CA 94404.Note:  Our 
mailing address is:  UAL-SFO Bay Area Retirees, c/o 
Vera Kina, 203 Emerald Bay Lane, Foster City, CA 
94404. 
 

Here we are, after Halloween but not all the way to 
Thanksgiving yet.  These wonderful events show off the 
beautiful season of Fall so well.  I love the crisp air, the 
gorgeous colors the trees create to let us know we are near-
ing the end of yet another year.  I know I may say this of-
ten, but “time” really does just fly by so fast!  I remember 
when I was a kid (a million years ago) that I was so impa-
tient to get thru the day/week/month/year – little did I 
know how precious that time was and that I would one day 
want it to slow down – ah, the ignorance/simplicity of 
youth!  Enough lamenting and day dreaming, I must al-
ways remember that every day is a gift; one that I can care-
fully pull open the bow and slide off the paper to see what 
is inside for me to experience. 

Our great president, Rudy Blazius, opened our 
monthly meeting with a “Thank You” to Gina Kenworthy 
for setting things up with the Olive Garden in Folsom for 
us.  You can always count on having a delicious meal here.  
They are well known for their all you can eat salads & 
soups, but the rest of their lunch specials are equally as 
generous and tasty.  You don’t have to choose from that 
menu, of course, and you can be assured that you will have 
a great meal there.  We did get to say “Welcome” to a cou-
ple of guests this month; John Muir brought his friend, 
AnnMarie, Gina’s friend, Chris joined us at the very end, 

and Ed & Lindalee’s son, Tim, joined us as well.  Appar-
ently none of our couples got married in November, but we 
did have one birthday girl – Pati Kenney!  And, she 
brought “gifts” for us to share – a basket full of those little, 
free note tablets that we all receive in the mail!  Happy 
Birthday, Pati!  And to any of you who may get to cele-
brate this month. 

President ~ Rudy Blazius pretty much covered every-
thing in the rest of the meeting – good job, Rudy! 

Vice President ~ J.R. Heier was quite busy making 
sure everyone received their donator’s ticket and that we 
all had a chance to buy (6 for $5) raffle tickets. 

Treasurer ~ As always, our Treasurer, Tom Kenny, 
was on top of things – great guy – and he let us know that 
our checking balance is healthy.  Tom is collecting dues 
for the 2023 year.  For the first time in 15 years, we voted 
to increase our dues to $15.00.  Of course, this includes 
your spouse.  So, make out your $15 check to Hangtown 
Miners and send it to, Tom Kenny; 3481 Parleys Canyon; 
Placerville, CA 95667 –or- you can bring it to the Decem-
ber luncheon (more info below).  (I realize that we have 
several members who, for one reason or another, are not 
able to attend our monthly luncheons/meetings, but who 
still want to be part of our group, keeping in touch with old 
friends, hearing all the info that is brought to share – espe-
cially info about UAL.  I encourage you to send in your 
membership dues so you don’t miss out on anything, and, 
hopefully you will be able to join us in person!) 

Tom has been diligent about getting as many tools as 
he can to help out the students enrolled in the Sacramento 
City College’s A & P Program.  Individuals who read 
about this effort have contacted him to let him know that 
they have tools that they would like to donate to the pro-
gram.  Bill Gibson made a quick trip over to Milbrae to 
pick up tools from two ladies and then brought them on up 
to this luncheon.  Dave Garland is talking to the members 
of the Gold Diggers to see if any of them want to clean out 
their old tool boxes and make room in their garages.  If you 
have any tools, or know of someone who would like to 
donate some (you do get a receipt to put in your tax re-
turn), please get in touch with Tom (or Rudy) and let them 
know. 

Secretary ~ At first, Jane Gibson said she didn’t have 
anything to report, however, she asked to have a “redo” on 
that later and extended a very heartfelt “Thank You” to all 
our members (and beyond) who served in one of the 
branches of our country’s armed forces.  We all need to 
recognize the importance of the time that is served defend-
ing our country.  I, again, thank all who gave their time in 
this manner no matter how or where you found yourself 
while in the service. 

Sunshine ~ Suzanne Kenny did not have any prob-
lems to report.  We hope that means that all of you are do-
ing well and in good health, having fun(?), staying safe. 

Old Business ~ Last month we passed around the sign-
up sheet for hosting our luncheons in 2023.  I’m very 
happy to report that almost all the months have a host – 
except for the month of August!  So, who would like to 

HANGTOWN MINERS 

Placerville, CA 
Jane Gibson 
Secretary 
tired-dogs@comcast.net 



- 14 - 

take this on?  Let me know as soon as possible so we can 
be sure we have all months covered. 

Just so you know, your officers for 2023 are ready to 
tackle it! 

Again, dues for 2023 are now being collected.  Dues 
are now $15 for the year.  See Treasurer section! 

Now, our biggest and most important subject is:  De-
cember Luncheon!  Suzanne Kenny has really been a 
tower of strength this year.  She found the time to zero in 
on a great location for our last lunch together this year.  As 
you know, we have held this luncheon at the American 
Legion Hall for the past several years.  While this has al-
ways been a comfortable place to get together, we thought 
that it would be nice to have a bit of a change of pace.  
This year we will be dining at the Smith Flat House in 
Placerville. A wonderful menu has been selected; the date 
and time are set. 

Just a reminder – this time of the year is a wonderful 
time, but, not everyone is blessed with a warm home, a 
reliable support system, financial stability, good health.  
We may not be able to help all who are in need, we can 
help to make the holiday a little bit easier and happier for 
some.  That being said, the Hangtown Miners are always 
so generous by bringing toys which will be distributed here 
in the county and donating food that will also be shared 
with locals.  I was at Wal-Mart the other day and there are 
so many cute, fun toys and games that don’t cost an arm 
and a leg – or if you cringe at the thought of going to the 
toy section of your favorite store – pick up a gift card in-
stead!  It doesn’t have to be for a large amount but any-
thing helps.  For the food, canned is the best/easiest (if 
they have a “pull top” select that as not everyone has a can 
opener handy) and there’s such a wide variety out there 
now.  Boxes of Mac & Cheese, pastas, sauces – you know, 
something tasty that isn’t going to spoil. 

New Business ~ Rudy asked Angie Dellinger if there 
is a date scheduled for the RUAEA Convention 2023.  An-
gie let us know that the convention will be at the Dana in 
San Diego again the week of September 29th to October 
4th.  Keep in mind that you do not have to be a RUAEA 
member to attend the convention. 

We want everyone to know that the UAL Retired Me-
chanics Reunion will be going on again in 2023!  We have 
it scheduled for October 3, 4, 5, with the barbecue happen-
ing on Wednesday, October 4th.  We will continue to be at 
the Carson Valley Inn and use their open grassy space by 
the RV parking.  More info will be coming out. 

Sadly, we have received the news that Charlie Ban-

field has passed away.  Many of you may have worked 
with Charlie (OV &PV).  Our condolences go out to his 
family. 

I asked Rudy how Linda Dinette is doing “Hi, 
Linda!” and he said she’s doing okay.  He has been trying 
to help her wade thru all the paperwork involved with 
working with the VA system.  There are programs that can 
help her out.  Bill unfortunately experienced lung problems 
due to exposure to Agent Orange during his time in Viet-
nam.  Hoping you will be coming to the luncheons again 

soon, Linda! 
I know we are past November 11 – Veterans Day – but 

keep in mind that many restaurants give free meals to vet-
erans on that day.  John Muir reminded us that at the 
American Legion they will have a meal and a band – come 
on by and join in the merriment! 

Thom Biro let us know that Ernie Katley passed 
away on October 29th.  Our condolences to his family. 

UAL has started up their Apprentice Program again!  
Several of you may have been in this same program way 
back when.  The airline industry is looking at a very real 
need for trained personnel to work in various fields – me-
chanics for sure.  Many mechanics who had training while 
in the military were able to easily transition into the public 
sector.  The light hearted chatter that ensued on this topic 
was so fun – but impossible to get written down – but there 
was lots of laughing when they shared some of the nick-
names - like; “twidgets”(A&E), Grease Monkey, Knuckle 
Draggers (A&P).  This bunch sure have a good time to-
gether! 

Rudy brought our meeting to a close but first shared 
this:  “Shout out to everyone who can remember their 
childhood phone number but can’t remember the password 
they created yesterday!  You are my people! 

A big “Thank You” to all who brought something for 
our raffle:  Kenney – Christmas tablecloth/ crystal candle 
holders; Dale Pope – 3 holiday signs, scarf; Doe Pope – 
coco bombs, candy corn; Heier – wine; Kenny – bird 
feeder edibles, bird house; Blazius – small clutch purse; 
Dellinger – wall hanger; Akin – 2 dozen eggs; Trebnik - 
wine, Ipad holder; Biro – 2 fall pillows; Muir – goodie 
basket (I think). 

Winner of the donator’s prize – Mr. Rudy!  Oh, we do 
not have our raffle in December - bring toys and food in-
stead! 
 

I am writing the first report of the New Year and remi-
niscing about the year just passed.  The RUAEA Conven-
tion was a great success and it felt like a family reunion!  
We had representation from RUPA and ARECA and they 
plan to join us next year! 

The Convention for 2023 will be in San Diego, Sep-
tember 29th to October 4th.  Keep the dates open and we 
hope you can join us. 

John Chu joined us and he was acknowledged for his 
work and supporting the correspondents with the monthly 
RUAEA Newsletters.  We look forward to another good 
year and continuing success as we move forward.  By the 
way, John is an excellent dancer! 

RESANS 

San Diego, CA 
Barbara Drews 
Secretary 
sdsailorgirl@yahoo.com 



- 15 - 

The RESANS Holiday Luncheon was held at Hunter’s 
Steakhouse, but this year we all drove to the restaurant in 
Oceanside as the one in SAN has closed.  There were thirty 
seven in attendance despite the longer drive.  We all en-
joyed a friendly, professional staff and the food as good as 
always.  I heard many comments that the steaks were 
worth the longer drive! 

We were joined by new member, Alex Cortez, a re-
cent retiree from SANCS.  We are looking forward to his 
joining us at our Breakfasts in 2023. 

Visitors are always welcome!  Come join us! 
 

Calendar: 
January 5 - Breakfast 10:00AM, Pt. Loma Café, 4865 
North Harbor Drive, San Diego, CA 92106-2394. 
 

The Gold Diggers did not meet in November in lieu of 
the Thanksgiving holiday.  Sadly, we lost two longtime 
members in November: 

Judie King, our treasurer for at least the last twenty 
years passed away on November 3rd.  Judie had fallen at 
the Los Angeles airport on her way to a cruise and broke 
both knees and her shoulder.  This event happened in early 
October.  She was back in Grass Valley recovering when 
other problems developed.  She appeared to be getting bet-
ter but then the worst happened.  Judie was the wife of 
Ronnie King who retired from SFOXM in 1994.  Ronnie 
served as President of the Gold Diggers in 2000 and passed 
away in 2016.  Judie was also the Treasurer for the 
RUAEA 2007 Convention in Sacramento.  The family has 
let us know that there will be a memorial service in the 
spring.  

The other long time member was Sonda Sandstedt.  
Sonda had been battling cancer for several years.  She 
passed away on November 23rd with her family surround-
ing her.  Sonda had worked in SFOCS and CLTOZ from 
where she retired in 2003.  Sonda & Dick returned to Cali-
fornia and settled in Lake of the Pines in Auburn.  Sonda 
became active with the Gold Diggers and RUAEA.  She 
was Gold Diggers President in 2016 and then moved on to 
be Regional Director for RUAEA.  Sonda’s husband Dick 
passed away in 2012 also from cancer.  Sonda’s region was 
primarily Northern California where she made many new 
friends visiting the chapters.  With some regional adjust-
ments, she also took on the Carolinas.  She had lived there 
and still had many contacts.  Sonda was able to attend the 
2022 RUAEA Convention in San Diego and at Gold Dig-
gers October luncheon, she let the members know what a 
great time she had.  She alluded to how special that con-

vention was, the peaceful atmosphere being near the water, 
dining on the terrace, and spending time with old and new 
friends.  Both ladies will be sadly be missed and fondly 
remembered.  

Sonda’s Celebration of Life was held on Saturday, 
December 3rd in Auburn:  It was a beautiful service with 
many Gold Diggers in attendance.  Reverend Daniel 
Spacek gave an interesting review of Sonda’s life.  Sonda 
Ward grew up in Flint, Michigan with a couple of sisters 
and a brother.  After college, Sonda attended modeling 
school in San Francisco and after becoming a model; she 
returned to Flint and worked as a model for Montgomery 
Ward.  Some thought she might be a relative, Sonda Ward 
modeling for Montgomery Ward.  She would meet Dick 
Sandstedt and they got married six months later.  They 
have four children, two sons and two daughters, Eric, 
Scott, Colette and Dania.  Sonda later begin a career with 
United Airlines in San Francisco in Customer Service.  At 
one point, she would relocate to Charlotte with United 
where she retired in 2003.  Sonda was a very active person 
and got involved with many activities.  She joined 
RUAEA, was a member of the Gold Diggers, and was in 
various clubs at Lake of the Pines.  Sonda and Dick helped 
with the 2007 RUAEA Convention in Sacramento.  She 
also was a volunteer Ambassador at the Sacramento Air-
port.  You all know of her many years with RUAEA as a 
Regional Director, always willing to help where needed.  

Daughter Colette gave a heartfelt account of the grow-
ing up years and later as adults with many stories.  It 
sounds as though it was a very close family with plenty of 
guidance from the parents.  Dick passed away in 2012 
from cancer. 

After the service, there was an open house at Sonda’s 
home.  Many people attended and exchanged stories about 
Sonda.  Colette shared a story about the purple wig.  The 
kids got her some wigs last year and a purple one for 
Christmas.  Sonda wasn’t sure about wearing them but got 
used to it and wanted to bring them to the Convention.  
Once in San Diego she found that she had forgot the purple 
wig and called Colette asking is she could get it to her 
somehow.  Instead of sending that wig, which was kind of 
long, she went to Amazon and had the one she wore at 
Convention, it was a little shorter than the one at home.  

SACRAMENTO 

GOLD DIGGERS 
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Our final get together for 2022 is scheduled for Thurs-
day, December 8th and we are all looking forward to this 
fun event. 

We are planning an ornament exchange, which is al-
ways a lot of fun.  A member (or guest) brings an ornament 
and exchanges it with another individual.  In this way that 
person gets to take home a different ornament which they 
can share with their family and display in their home. 

It’s time to say goodbye to our president Steve Foster 
who has led our group for approximately 3 years and he 
has done a fantastic job.  Thank you Steve (from all of us) 
for all you have done for our group and now you can sit 
back and relax.  He is turning the gavel over to Bob Scoble 
who will take on the position of president for the next year 
or ????  We will still see Steve and Jacque at our monthly 
meetings. 

I want to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New Year from all of us to all of you.  
I’ll give you an update in my next report in 2023 
 

There is no report this month from the SFO/SJC 
Southbay chapter of RUAEA. 
 

The Officers who served the Solano Chapters consist 
of President Larry Jackson, Vice President Allan Po-

chop, Treasurer Jo Anne Blizzard, Master at Arms Allan 
Pochop, Secretary Allan Pochop and Sunshine Person 
Dorthy Robinson. 

Our 50/50 Drawing tickets are sold at $1 per ticket, or 
6 tickets for $5.  Tickets are deposited in the ticket roller.  
This month’s winner was Rich Cox. 

Birthdays ~ Lucy Perez 
Anniversaries ~ None 
Twelve members attended this month’s meeting.  Our 

next Meeting was scheduled for December 21 but because 
of the proximity to Christmas, the group decided to cancel 
the December meeting.  We will gather again on January 
18, 2023. 

 
COLORADO 

 

Our monthly meeting was opened with the pledge.  
Paul Goodyear is going to be our new Vice President. 

The 50/50 winners were Virginia Hansen, Richard 
Conner (2x), Ginger Spate, and Patty Weakland. 

Paul Goodyear gave tribute to his mother, Nancy E. 
Goodyear, who passed away on October 15, 2022:  Nancy 
was born on March 29, 1933.  Her husband Tom survives 
her; they were married on November 24, 1956.  They had 3 
children:  Paul, Drew, and Amy, 8 grandchildren and 13 
great grandchildren.  She was a part of the RUAEA Mile 
Highers, and with her very kind and compassionate person-
ality, made others feel welcome at the RUAEA events.  
She and Tom traveled to many of the RUAEA national 
conventions and they made many friends there.  We will 
all miss her very much. 

Our next meeting will be January 5th with a holiday 
party at Tedz Place in Commerce City. 

 

FLORIDA 
 

There is no report this month from the Citrus Grou-
pers chapter of RUAEA. 

If anyone has questions or would like to join our 
group, please contact our president Joe DiStaso at wopa-
hofl@comcast.net or Rich Capozzi at rca-
pozzi@rocketmail.com. 
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Maggiano’s Italian Kitchen was the festive setting for 
our Annual Christmas Luncheon on December 6th!  Com-
pleted with a beautiful Christmas tree for picture-taking 
and table decorations of the season, 33 Real McCoys gath-
ered at noon to ring in the holidays. 

Who were those lucky seniors?  President Al & First 
Lady Lois Fields, Past President Ernie & Lady Cheryl 
Vosges, Vice-President Ted LeGrand III, Sen Lai, Treas-
urer Charlotte & Ted Legrand, Secretary & Photographer 
Elaine & Joe Mannella, chief party decorator Connie 
Lenard, musical arranger & singer Mack Chandler, Tom 
& Peg Cannata, Dennis Schuster & Nicki, Howard Pe-

terson, Tony Artica & Maria, Dick & Cathy Benson, 
Joe & Barb Fitak, Al & Joanne Mollet, Loretta Finn, 
Monte & Patti Clark, Maureen & Mike Sterinsky, 
Diane Lewis & Bob Olsen and Linda Agnella! 

Our only order of business was selecting and voting 
on the charities we will donate to this Christmas.  In addi-
tion to donating to Ukraine and to the American Red Cross 
for our own FL disasters from Hurricanes Ian & Nicole 
this year, we voted to donate our charity funds to the VA 
Recreation Therapy Program & the Adaptive Sports Pro-
gram and our yearly support for Russell House for Atypi-
cal Children.  Unanimously passed by all present! 

The Orlando Real McCoys wish everyone a Blessed 
Christmas and a New Year filled with good health & hap-
piness! 
 

There is no report this month from the SW Pelicans 
Drop-Ins chapter of RUAEA. 

New members are always welcomed.  Our luncheon 
meetings take place the first Friday of the month at 11:30 
am.  We presently meet at the Summerlin Café, 11370 
Summerlin Square Drive, Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931.  
Please call (239) 888-2744 for more information. 

There is no report this month from The Sand Dollars.  
If anyone has questions about our group, please contact 
Ginger Hyde at ASDIP920@aol.com, or phone (941) 360-
6671. 
 

Our Christmas Luncheon was held at Outback Steak-
house in Trinity with 12 members in attendance.  Everyone 
had a good time with lots of laughter.  We wished Merry 
Christmas & Happy New Year to all! 

We had a Get-Well card for Dave Lodge; everyone 
signed it. 

It was nice to see everyone.  Social time. 
It was a wonderful get-together. 

 
Calendar: 
January 2, 2023 – IHOP - 10:30 
 

There is no report this month from the Treasure Coast 
chapter of RUAEA. 

TAMPA BAY CHAPTER 

Trinity, FL 
Janis Lindstrom, Acting 
Secretary 
587 Waterford Circle W. 
Tarpon Springs, FL 34688 
(727) 934-1862 
lindekatz@aol.com 

THE ORLANDO 

REAL McCOYS 

Elaine Tillman-Mannella 
7307 Everleigh Court 
Orlando, FL  32819 
(321) 287-4055 
emt6250@yahoo.com 

SW PELICANS DROP-INS 

Ray Jensen 
(239) 634-2054 
rmmjensen@msn.com 

TREASURE COAST 

Stuart, FL 
Al Popek 
President 
ualpbi@att.net 

THE SAND DOLLARS 

Bradenton, FL 
Ginger Hyde 
asdip920@aol.com 



- 18 - 

HAWAII 

 

Aloha!  The Honolulu Menehunes is an active chapter 
and we meet for lunch at various Honolulu restaurants on 
the 3rd Thursday of February, June, and September.  All 
retirees are welcome to join us.  If you are planning to be 
in Honolulu and would like to attend, just send your email 
address to HNLRUA@gmail.com and we will email you 
the details. 

We look forward to seeing you in United’s Little Cor-
ner of the World! 
 

Aloha from The Big Island!  Pau Hana Kupuna is a 
very old RUAEA group which has become moribund.  I 
would love to hear from anyone who would like to help me 
get things going again ... lunch meetings, potlucks, good 
times, and more.  If you are interested, please send your 
email address to annmedve@icloud.com and/or call Ann 
Medve at (808) 889-1636. 

 
IDAHO 

 

We held our Christmas luncheon at Ling and Louie’s 
Restaurant in Meridian, ID with twelve members attended 
this activity.  Happy Holidays to all! 

ILLINOIS 

 

January—It’s the year two thousand and twenty three!  
23!  Wow, did you ever think you’d live this long?  I did-
n’t.  For some quirky reason, I thought I’d die at 50.  And 
here I am, many years later.  I should’ve saved for retire-
ment a little better.  Social Security gave us a raise of 8.7 
percent.  Medicare part B is going down about 5 percent.  
Part A is going up about 2 percent.  Part D is for medicine, 
looks like it depends what plan you chose to determine the 
price.  Of course, you decided that last month.  So, did we 
make out OK?  Any raise is better than nothing.  That’s 
your penance for living this long.  What should we do this 
year?  Get your last trip to Europe?  Finally see the Grand 
Canyon or Bryce Canyon?  Or the beautiful, mystifying 
pyramids?  I’ve been doing some studying up on how 
those were built, so interesting.  Of course, there’s still the 
theory that folks from outer space came here thousands of 
year ago and built them.  How else could they get that 
shape and set all of those heavy stones without cranes or 
modern equipment?  The same thoughts go for Stone-
henge, another mystery of life.  Ah, so many thoughts, 
questions and suspicions.  Makes history so thought pro-
voking.  Too bad those early nations didn’t just write in 
English instead of the hieroglyphics or symbols they used.  
We’ll find out the first week we get to heaven.  They’ll 
send us to an indoctrination, just like at United our first 
week, History of Early Earth 101.  Our next class will be, 
What Really Happened with Kennedy, Hitler, King Tut, 
The Ark of the Covenant, did Shakespeare really write 
those plays?  Different geoglyphs in the ground depicting 
creature, people, plants, and geometric figures many feet 
long.  They can only be seen from the sky so who made 
them and what were they supposed to depict?  There’s that 
Little Green Men theory again … Speaking of the Bard, 
here are some good Shakespeare quotes, “We know what 
we are, but know not what we may be.”  “The fault … is 
not in our stars, but in ourselves.”  “Don’t waste your love 
on somebody who doesn’t value it.’  “I wish my horse had 
the speed of your tongue.”  And, “I dote on his very ab-
sence.”  Hmm, wish I thought of that one. 

Do you bother with resolutions?  I don’t, at this point, 
maybe try to be a better person, but it doesn’t last long 
once I lose my patience and swear at somebody.  It hap-
pens.  

The January flowers are the Carnation, always a favor-
ite, and the Snowdrop.  The carnation dated back to ancient 
Greece, it comes in many colors and conveys different 
meanings, love, innocence, admiration, disappointment and 
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regret.  The snowdrop is the earliest in the garden to 
bloom, it emerges in late winter or early spring.  It signifies 
hope and beauty that winter is over and spring is on its 
way.  

Remember back to 2020, we couldn’t go out, so we 
sent our grocery order to the Jewel or Costco, went to the 
store and picked up our things, or they dropped them off?  
That was a nice convenience, but I guess I’m too fussy, if I 
say a small red onion, I want one without bruises, or the 
size of Vermont.  How about a nice medium sized Yukon 
potato?  Not one with brown spots, green plants growing 
out of it, those boil-looking white blemishes on it, or the 
super sized.  Instead, I get huge split onions, baking pota-
toes, with leper-looking moles on it.  These young kids 
don’t care what you’re looking for; they just grab what’s 
on top.  They’re probably better at picking your next hus-
band than your next asparagus or strawberries.  But, it’s 
good to get out again.  

The Northside Breakfast had 13 people, Charlie 
Lewis, Ginny Vlach, Dave Dunham, Jerry Tipperreiter, 
Pam Boydstun, Virginia Kondraros, Marge Stamm, 
Kathy Cufar, Eleanor Henderson, Margaret Longo, 
Linda Addante, Janet Higdon, and Vicky Heuer. 

The mechanics of ORDMM had 10 men, Harry Kar-

genian, Bob Palm, Jim Kraft, Fred Seibert, Frank 
Wenig, Paul Skrudland, Cas Paprocki, Rich Protsman, 
Pierre Lupori, and Jim Vitte. 

The ORDMM foremen included Bob Smietanski, 
Tom Abraham, Glenn Hill, and Stan Chmieliwicz.  All 
groups talked about the holidays, visiting relatives and 
wondering when they would travel again.  Along with that 
went the obvious subject of body parts that are not working 
very well anymore and family and friends that we’ve lost.  

The IAM Lodge 1487 had their Christmas party at The 
Seville on December 1.  Dave Roderick, Mary Alice 
Parker, and all of their helper-elves did a fabulous job of 
planning, decorating, volunteering, and so much more.  
About 115 had a wonderful time, winning lots of prizes, 
and enjoying the food with a little imbibing of Christmas 
cheer.  Even I won a few prizes, made my day.  Sat with 
my ORDMM friends, Carol & Dean Hackenberg, LB & 
Pat Neal, Lynn & Don Tutt, and Deanna & Dick Hop-

pel.  So good to see old friends at Christmas with their 
holiday finery and delicious food. 

The Chicago Skyliners had their Christmas Luncheon 
on December 6, with 114 people, at the Avalon.  Virginia 
Monaco planned another beautiful gala for our chapter.  
She had a very helpful team to assist her, Joan Teister, 
Ken Thiede, Jim Sommerfield, and the management at 
the Avalon has always been so tremendous to work with.  
Toni Van Kampen and Howard Nelson took pictures of 
the party.  You can look up chicagoskyliners.org to see 
them.  We were entertained by The Madrigal Singers from 
the Rolling Meadows High School wearing beautiful 18th 
century costumes.  They were so talented and a big hit.  
Hope we can have them back again.  Lots of retirees won 
money and other prizes from the raffles.  We gave 50 per-
cent of the raffle donations to the St. Nicholas Church of 

Elk Grove.  Coupled with our Monetary Food Collection, 
the total was $600, so very abundant for over 30 families.  
Father Manny was very appreciative of your unselfish gen-
erosity.  Thank you everyone for your kindness and atten-
dance of our parties.  We’ll see how the world goes in the 
next few months for scheduling our next Luncheon. Hope-
fully, it will be in the Spring. 

On the way home, I took a ride passed the old EXO.  
Maybe I shouldn’t have.  There are many mounds of dirt 
from the North, South and Training center buildings.  Only 
half the hotel is left, hard to see.  That’s the last trip for me. 

Sunday is named for the Sun, it’s derived from Helle-
nistic astrology, where the seven planets each had an hour 
of the day assigned to them.  The planet which was first 
during the first hour of any day of the week gave its name 
to that day, ergo, sun-day.   

Some interesting airline news, United its letting pas-
sengers chose kids meals for their flight.  If you’re travel-
ing with kids, you might want to check if you can get 
them, even with your 20% discount.  The article wasn’t 
really specific.  But we are supposed to be real people on 
that fare, so why not?  

Another item comes from Frontier Airlines, they will 
no longer offer call-based customer service.  All requests 
will be digitally based, including their app and through 
their chat.  They will still use the Chat Option to help, and 
there will be actual humans to talk with in some cases.  It’s 
to keep up with cost pressure of fuel, people, and airplanes.  
About 225 employees will lose their jobs.  I hope this idea 
doesn’t carry over to other airlines.  

There’s an airline in New York, Archer Airlines, that 
has joined with United to carry passengers between EWR 
and NYC, at the Manhattan Heliport, above Battery Park 
on Pier 6.  The proposed route marks the first route in the 
eVTOL industry, (electronic Vertical Takeoff and Land-
ing).  It’s a take-off and landing aircraft, that can hover, 
take off and land vertically.  The trip will take about 10 
minutes in its all-electric Midnight aircraft, a low-noise, 
sustainable and safe-alternative to helicopters.  A similar 
journey by car can take upwards of over an hour or more in 
rush-hour traffic.  The first of this (UAM-Urban Air Mo-
bility) won’t take place until 2025, and then Archer will 
begin on working between other cities and airports.  No 
price is listed yet for this service.  

Our fellow UAL’ers that flew West last month are 
Carl Bowling, ORDMM, another one of the ‘good guys’, 
Robert Hubbell and John Pasakairnis, ORDCG, Susan 
Magrit, EXOCU, and Bob Kalicki, EXOKA, a kind, gen-
erous man.  He was the president of the Skyliners for about 
seven years, plus on the Board also, a wonderful, thorough 
leader.  We would do anything for him.  He will be missed 
by all of us.  Prayers go to his wife, Pat, children, grand-
children and great grandchildren.  He had a close knit fam-
ily.  That tells you a lot about a man.  He put up a valiant 
effort but the cancer won out.  RIP.  Also gone from our 
world include, Comedian Gallagher (smashing watermel-
ons), actors John Aniston (Days of our Lives and Jenni-
fer’s father), Robert Clary (Hogan’s Heroes, who really 
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was in Auschwitz), Irene Cara (Fame), Clarence Gilyard 
(Die Hard computer guru), Kevin Conroy (voice of Bat-
man-Cartoon Series), Kirstie Alley (Cheers), Buff Fried-
man (Owner Improv LAX), John Brown Jr (co-owner 
KFC), Michael Gerson, (writer WAPO and Bush speech-
writer), Gaylord Perry (baseball SFO, SAN, CLE), Albert 
Nipon (designer), talented Christine McVie, (singer from 
Fleetwood Mac), and Tuan Tuan 18 (Giant Chinese 
Panda).  

Let’s try to get together more often this year.  Our 
obituary list keeps getting longer every month.  ‘I say 
hello, and you say goodbye.’ ~ The Beatles 
 
Calendar: 
Northside Breakfast - Rose Garden Restaurant, 9:00 A.M. 
111 E. Higgins Rd., Elk Grove (January 12).  Second 
Thursday of the month. 
ORDMM Breakfast - Maxfield’s, 9:00 A.M. Plum Grove 
& Schaumburg Rds. (January 19).  Third Thursday 
Southside Breakfast - Canceled permanently  
IAM 1487 Christmas Lunch - the Seville, 700 S. Barring-
ton Rd, Streamwood, (December 1), 11:00 A.M. 
IAM 1487 Meeting, 50 W Oakton, Des Plaines, (January 

5) 11:00 A.M. First Thursday 
RUPA Lunch, Golf Club of Illinois, 11:00 A.M. 1575 
Edgewood Drv. Algonquin, (January 10), Second Tues-
day   

 

INDIANA 
 

We held our most recent meeting on November 8th.  
Members attending were Bill Stout, Bob & Myrtle Duty, 
Frank Ingegno, Frank & Rita Prins, Alan Miller and 
new member Glen Frazier. 

We discussed plans for our Christmas lunch to be held 
on December 13th at 12 noon at Charbonos Italian Restau-
rant in Avon, Indiana. 

The RUAEA Indy Racers chapter is always open for 
new participants.  Any United/CO retirees living in the 
Indianapolis area are welcome to join.  Come check us out 
at one of our monthly meetings.  We also welcome visi-
tors.  When visiting Indy, consider joining us at one of our 
meetings for lunch and conversation.  We always enjoy 
meeting new United friends. 

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 
12 Noon.  Location of our meeting is Emmy Pancake 
House and Grill, 7508 Beechwood Center Road, Avon, IN 
46123, (317) 272-7200. 

Our future meetings schedule: 

December 13, Annual Christmas Luncheon at 
Charbonos Italian Restaurant, Avon, Indiana 

January 10, 2023 at Emmy’s 
February 14, 2023 at Emmy’s 
For more information, please contact Frank Ingegno, 

(317) 428-7741, figenius@sbcglobal.net. 
 

MASSACHUSETTS 
 

The Nor’Easter Christmas luncheon on December 7th 
brought out seventeen members, down from a hundred 
years ago.  Present was Bart Casey, 91 years young, 
Helmut (Moose) Umbley, Frank & Janet DeStefano, 
Ron & Joyce Heiseler, Dick & Dayle Vee, Andy & 
Carol Momtalto, John & Margaret Delello, Gladys 
Willis, Sara Pitt Wooll, Norma Betters, Judy Kearney 
and Gisela Auerle.  Some we have not seen for a long 
time, but all had a good time and we were so glad to see 
each other. 

We’re planning to have another luncheon as soon as 
the snow season is over.  Such happens when you get older 
and weather is a driving factor. 

Ron & Joyce Heiseler enjoyed their 64th anniversary 
in July which I neglected to report.  I hope it was the best! 

Until we meet again, be careful, stay well and be 
happy! 

Here’s wishing everyone had a good Christmas and a 
great New Year! 

 

MICHIGAN 

 

Wishing all a Beautiful and Blessed Christmas! 

INDY RACERS 

Indianapolis, IN 
Frank N. Ingegno 
(317) 428-7741 
figenius@sbcglobal.net 

NOR’EASTERS 

New England 
Dick Vee Vecchione 
107 Bunker Hill Road 
Auburn, NH 03032-3521 
(603) 264-3430 
NH4Vee@aol.com 

GREAT LAKES ESCAPEES 

Detroit, MI 
Gwen Dyc-Schwendenmann 
(248) 667-9258 
bigwheel1981@sbcglobal.net 
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NEBRASKA 

 

Thirty seven of us thoroughly enjoyed a wonderful 
Christmas Luncheon at Cascio’s Steakhouse, hosted by 
Shirley & Ev Payton.  The food was delicious and the 
service was outstanding.  It was a brightly sunny, cool 
crisp day.  As usual, we enjoyed a game of Christmas 
Bingo emceed by Tony Sortino.  This game has been part 
of our Christmas celebration, more years than we can re-
member.  The originators were Dave & Teddy Letts 
probably at the time the organization was started. 

We decided to not meet in the months of January and 
February due to weather concerns.  Next meeting will be 
March 7th.  Meetings will occur on the first Tuesday of the 
month as has been the custom.  We will be looking for a 
new venue for the next year. 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year. 

 
NEVADA 

 

Our VP Mary Chandler set up a Luncheon get-
together for our members on December 6th at the Durango 
Hills Country Club, in Las Vegas.  So, a big “Thank You” 
goes out to Mary for her efforts to get us together again. 

We had 22 members attending the Luncheon; the food 
was good and everyone had a good time catching up on 
missed time.  Mary set up a silent auction of Christmas 
items that went very well; in addition, we had the gift ex-
changing table and the 50/50 drawing.  We went through 
the Birthdays and Anniversaries for December and Janu-
ary.  Our member Lamar Shreeve, who was not present, 
celebrates his 99 Birthday on December 7th; all the mem-
bers wish him well. 

There was not too much else to talk about; no one has 
come forward to fill the 3 vacancies in our Board.  We 
have not had a President for over 5 years and the Treasurer 
and Secretary have stepped down, but still helping out till a 

replacement is found.  After the first of the year, I plan on 
not continuing as Secretary and will stop writing articles 
and working to get information out.  I hope someone will 
step forward and fill the position.  The future of the Silver-
liners, as of today, is questionable because there seems to 
be little support to get the Chapter fully functioning again.  
The Covid Pandemic has caused a lot of Chapters to re-
think and reevaluate their futures also.  Plus, I find that no 
one wants to get involved in joining our Chapter; I sent out 
letters and get no response back from them. 

The Silverliners will try and hold their Luncheon 
Meetings whenever one is organized by a member.  The 
Silverliners now are trying to get through the dwindling 
membership and lack of member support.  Email Don Rut-

kowski at geodon1192@gmail.com or call him at (702) 
300-4038; he will be glad to hear from you. 
 

There were 16 members at our November 14 meeting 
at the Black Bear Diner. 

There were 15 members at our December Christmas 
Luncheon at the Peppermill Resort & Casino.  The meal 
was fabulous and everyone enjoyed being together.  We 
were glad to welcome back Larry & Donna Reid who 
have been unable to attend for some time. 

John and I attended the Convention this past October.  
We did enjoy the tour of the Mighty Mo (USS Missouri) 
and lunch out overlooking the San Diego Bay.  The 2023 
Convention will once again be at the Dana Hotel at Mis-
sion Bay.  We do plan on attending; more information to 
come in 2023. 

On a sad note, our Regional Director Sonda 
Sandstedt passed away recently.  Due to weather over the 
Sierras, we were unable to pay our respects at her service 
but a card was sent.  We had just visited with her in early 
October at the Convention and were surprised to hear of 
her passing. 

At our Christmas Luncheon, the attendees agreed to 
send a $50 donation to the No. Nevada Food Bank. 

The meeting schedule for 2023 was distributed at our 
December luncheon.  It continues to be the second Monday 
of each month, January through November.  It is highly 
likely we will return to the Peppermill Resort in December 
2023. 

The November birthdays were Allen Robbins and 
Teresa Rhine.  The 50/50 winner was Norm Borchers 
and the winner of the glass pumpkin was Dottie Robbins. 

The December birthdays were Nancy Scaife (8), 
Larry Leusing (9), Lynda Klemm (21) and Herb 

RENO SIERRA ROUNDUP 

Pat Zoboli 
5860 Lone Horse Drive 
Reno, NV 89502 
(775) 856-2044 
zobolilady@aol.com 

LAS VEGAS 

SILVER LINERS 

Don Rutkowski 
8517 Lynhurst Drive 
Las Vegas, NV  89134 
(702) 300-4038 
geodon1192@gmail.com 

OMAHA GOLDENEARS 

Jan Cornish 
4602 N. 134th Ave. 
Omaha, NE  68164 
(402) 619-9927 

kcornish6031@msn.com 
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Klemm (14).  Linda Borchers was the winner of the 
50/50 raffle.  June Roe and Larry Reid won the wine and 
John Zoboli walked away with the Starbucks gift card. 

Our next meeting will be on January 9, 2023 at 
11:00AM back at the Black Bear Diner.  See you there. 

 

NEW JERSEY 

 

Our meeting opened with a flag salute by President 
Frank Warzocha.  There are was a brief mention for De-
cember 7, 1941 as the attack on Pearl Harbor got the US 
entering World War II.  It’s hard to believe that it has been 
81 years since this event yet it still lives on. 

There was much discussion about what was going on 
at United, it’s hard to believe that within a few days before 
Thanksgiving and after; United will be flying 3 million 
people on 3700 flights.  To me that is almost incomprehen-
sible.  I can remember at Newark when we had 100 flights 
in and out that we had reached a final level, but I can see I 
was wrong.  I have a flyer that was sent out during the 
month of August 1978.  United said they had flown 
476,000 passengers to date, now they fly that much in a 
day or two.  I think if any of us went back to work we 
wouldn’t recognize the place anymore.  For myself, I put 
in 38 years at Newark and enjoyed almost every day com-
ing to work.  After retirement I didn’t miss the work but I 
sure missed all the guys I worked with, still life goes on. 

Getting back to the meeting, Randy Phillps won our 
50/50.  There were also a lot of door prizes given out to 
commemorate the Christmas Holiday.  The next meeting 
will be March 29, 2023 in Scotch Plains.  We decided to 
forgo meetings for January and February because of in-
clement weather. 

From my memories:  December 7, 1941, I was all of 
12 years old, and we lived in an apartment house on 26 
Street in Paterson, New Jersey.  It was like most Sundays I 
was listening intently to my program.  An announcer cut in 
and said that Pearl Harbor has been attacked by the Japa-
nese and there were lots of casualties more information 
will follow; the next thing I heard were people slamming 
the doors and running in the hallways, and running outside, 
I joined them not knowing what was going on.  Everyone 
was asking where Pearl Harbor is and what happened, 
most people were guessing because they didn’t know all 
the facts.  However the next day in school, we were all 
ushered down to the auditorium and on the stage was a 

large radio.  Around 12 o’clock the radio was put on and 
we can hear President Franklin Roosevelt declare war on 
the Japanese.  I do remember the last words of that speech; 
they have been in my mind all of these years. “With our 
unbounding determination, we will gain the inevitable tri-
umph, so help us God.”  Thus, in 1941, United States was 
thrusted into World War II, never to be the same again.  I 
remember all of the students jumping up and asking what 
we could do to help.  They told us that we would be help-
ing the air raid wardens.  That never came to pass, but we 
did lots of things to help the war effort.  However that’s 
another story. 

From the great prophet Leroy:  “Facts are stubborn 

things, and, whatever may be of our wishes, our inclina-

tions, or the dictates of our passions, they cannot alter the 

state of facts and evidence”. 
 

NEW YORK 
 

There is no report this month from the Buffalo Chips 
chapter of RUAEA. 

Any one visiting or planning a visit to Buffalo/Niagara 
Falls can contact me for information on our lunch meet-
ings.  We meet four times a year, usually the first week of 
March, June, September and December. 
 

We gathered at 12pm on December 7 at the Davenport 
Press.  There was 32 present for our annual Christmas 
Bash.  Ed Pozzi opened the meeting with a pledge to the 
flag.  We had a moment of silence to commensurate Pearl 
Harbor.  We then had a silent prayer for JFKPV Bob 
Seibl’s wife Anne who passed away at the age of 90.  We 
also mourn the passing of A&P Mechanic (LGAMM) Vic 
Carnenvale and Jim Richardson, our New York Metros 
Vice President. 

We had an excellent lunch of 1 hour of hot Hors 
d’Oeuvres.  Then there were 5 choices of Chicken, 
Salmon, London Broil, Pork Chop and Fresh Ham and sev-
eral choices of dessert. 

The 50/50 was won by Nick Manfredo (one for $50 
& one for $15), Nunizio Milazzo ($50), Ray Forester 
($20).  Table centerpieces were won by Ray Forester, 
Frank Ferrera, Angie Parish, Ron Feingold, Joe Lilly, 

BUFFALO CHIPS 

Jerry Stevens 
130 Countryside Lane 
Williamsville, NY 14221-1308 
(716) 418-6887 
Jerste130@msn.com 

THE GARDEN STATERS 

Newark, New Jersey 
Marty Etler 
Brandywine Room 115 
814 Wyckoff Ave., 
Mahwah, NJ 07430 
(551) 795-7266 
MartyEtler@Outlook.com 

NEW YORK METROS 

Ed Pozzi 
wrenchman730@gmail.com 
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Maryanne Lilly, Skip Zrowrotny, Suzanne Lagasi, Eve-

lyn Schroeder, Pat Hannon, Kathy Kennedy, Bob Lee.  
Pat Hannon, Bob Lee and Vicki Petrich won gift bas-
kets.  The $50 Target gift cards were won by Bob Lee and 
Joyce O’Donnell. 

There were no anniversaries and eleven birthdays. 
Our next Meeting is scheduled for February 1, 2023. 
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year to all!  

 

OHIO 

 

There is no report this month from the Ohio Buckeyes 
chapter of RUAEA. 
 
Calendar: 
January-2023 - Winter break.  No luncheon. 
February and beyond - To be announced. 

 
OREGON 

 

Another good meal and great conversation at our No-
vember luncheon.  Not a lot of news this time.  We hope to 
see more of you in the near future. 

In the meantime, another bit of humor, with a little 
philosophy thrown in.  Enjoy! 

All I wanted for Christmas was to be off the ex-
tended car warranty call list! 

My Plan:  1) Get up, 2) have coffee, 3) have more 
coffee, 4) keep having coffee, 5) Twitch through 
the day like a magical caffeinated unicorn of ex-
cellence. 

As I get older I realize:  1) I talk to myself, be-
cause sometimes I need expert advice.  2) Some-
times I roll my eyes out loud.  3) I don’t need an-
ger management. I need people to quit petting my 
peeves!  4) My people skills are just fine.  It’s my 
tolerance of idiots that needs work. 5) The biggest 
lie I tell myself is, “I don’t need to write that 
down, I’ll remember it.  6) When I was a child I 
thought naptime was punishment.  Now it’s like a 
mini-vacation.  7) The day the world runs out of 
wine is just too terrible to think about.  8) Even 

duct tape can’t fix stupid, but it can muffle the 
sound.  9) Wouldn’t it be great if we could put 
ourselves in the dryer for 10 minutes; come out 
wrinkle-free and three sizes smaller?  10) “Getting 
Lucky” means walking into a room and remem-
bering why I’m there. 

I’m at that age where the heated seats in my truck 
are more about soothing back pain that warming 
me up. 

Just rolled over for a cuddle.  Forgot I’m single 
now … fell off the bed. 

I’m not clumsy!  It’s just the floor hates me, the 
table and chairs are bullies and the wall gets in my 
way! 

Strangely, it’s the voices outside of my head that 
bother me the most! 

I want to officially apologize to the people I called 
old at 40, when I was 18. 

You cannot tell me what to do.  You’re not my 
grandkids! 

Things I need to stay 6 feet away from:  Refrigera-
tor, Mexican food, my debit card, and Amazon. 

At the Kardashians celebrate their 20th season, I 
would like to congratulate myself for never watch-
ing a single episode. 

There is always that person in every family that’s 
scared of roller coasters and stays behind to hold 
everyone’s bags.  It’s me.  I am that person. 

Why yes, I do smile a little when karma pays a 
visit to someone who so desperately deserves it. 

I wish everything was as easy as getting fat. 
It is a humbling moment when you realize your 

pet has successfully trained you to do something. 
Perks of being my friend:  You will be the normal 

one! 
How to reduce stress in your life:  Turn the news 

off.  Turn the music up and dance. 
If anyone gets a message from me about canned 

meat, don’t open it.  It’s Spam. 
Sorry, I can’t today.  My sister’s friend’s mother’s 

grandpa’s brother’s grandson’s uncle’s fish died.  
And yes, it was tragic. 

I like talking to myself.  She gets me. 
I’m an odd combination of “Really Sweet” and 

“Don’t mess with me!” 
I am not a smartass … I am a skilled, trained pro-

fessional in pointing out the obvious and I speak 
fluent sarcasm. 

Unless your name is Google, stop acting like you 
know everything. 

All it takes is 1 song to bring back 1,000 memo-
ries. 

I never wish death upon anybody who wrongs me.  
I wish sudden, explosive diarrhea while on a date, 
with frequent sneezes thrown in for good measure.  
Much more satisfying. 

How to drink decaffeinated coffee:  1. Pour it 
down the drain, 2. Make real coffee, 3. Drink that 

OREGON DEW-ER’S 

Portland 
Terry Hotchkin 
tthotchkin@gmail.com 

OHIO BUCKEYES 

Cleveland, OH 
ualohbuckeyes@gmail.com 
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instead. 
I don’t have attitude.  I’ve got a personality you 

can’t handle. 
Please don’t ride with me if you’re going to grab 

the dash or scream every time we swerve off the 
road.  It makes me nervous. 

Studies show that cats understand human com-
mands but don’t care to follow them. 

To the ladies that gracefully walk around all day 
wearing high heels:  I admire you.  To the ladies 
that some how manage to fall over their own feet 
wearing flip flops: you are my soul sisters. 

I came home and my dog peed a little because he 
was so happy to see me.  None of my friends do 
that when they see me.  I’m surrounded by fakes. 

I don’t drink coffee to wake up.  I wake up to 
drink coffee. 

Heat makes things expand … so I don’t have a 
weight problem.  I’m just hot! 

Some people are just like trees.  They take forever 
to grow up. 

When I grow up I’d like to be a retired lottery 
winner. 

Life hack: make your water taste better by pouring 
it over coffee grounds.  

I’m ready for rich people problems.  I mastered 
broke problems.  Please move me to the next 
level. 

The best feeling of happiness is when you are 
happy because you’ve made someone else happy.  

My 8 year old grandson in the car today:  “Do you 
want me to throw the confetti in my pocket?  Me: 
“No, not in the car please.  Why do you have con-
fetti in you pocket?”  8yo: “It’s my emergency 
confetti, I carry it everywhere in case there is good 
news.”  

Tomorrow is National Grey Haired Grumpy Old 
Woman Day and I expect recognition! 

I’m a coffeeholic on the road to recovery … just 
kidding, I’m on the road to the coffee shop. 

I try to be a nice person but sometimes my mouth 
doesn’t want to cooperate. 

I wasn’t sure what to make for dinner, so I opened 
a bottle of wine and now I don’t care.  A lesson 
there for all of us I think. 

My kids laugh because they think I’m crazy.  I 
laugh because they don’t know it’s hereditary. 

You know you are really stressed when you start 
getting on your own nerves. 

I was born to be real, not perfect. 
It actually doesn’t take much to be considered a 

difficult woman, that’s why there are so many of 
us. 

 
Calendar: 
Meetings at Colwood Golf Center Grill – Social Hour 
11:00AM, Lunch served at noon 
January 12, 2023.  2nd Thursday of every month. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

 

Christmas greetings from Philadelphia!  We’re look-
ing forward to our Christmas Luncheon with 35 coming. 

We enjoyed an evening at the Media Theatre on No-
vember 20th. 

Our Birthdays for November are Harold Turney and 
William Vacca.  Our December Birthdays are Mary Ac-

quarola , Tom Anderlonis, Joe Bradley, Frank Cap-

pelli, Janet Gemsheim, Roy Gretto, John McLaughlin, 
John Prince, and Vicente Di Sante. 

Hope you all are well and enjoying the season.  Look-
ing forward to seeing you again in the New Year. 
 

Due to a scheduling problem, our Christmas luncheon 
on Monday, December 5th at J.W. Halls had a smaller than 
normal group. 

The 50/50 was won by Bill Chicots.  President Dave 
Beatty announced that the next luncheon will be scheduled 
for some time in March 2023. 

We are sad to report that Russ Miller, PITOO Chief/
Coordinator, passed away Sunday, November 20, 2022.  
Russ was a long time Coordinator for PIT operations and 
he retired in the early 80’s.  Cards may be sent to his 
daughter Trudy Friend, 4990 Brightwood Road, Bethel 
Park, PA. 15102. 

December Birthdays ~ Bob Wagner, Mary Jane 
Stewart and Georgia Garcia. 

PITTSBURGH 

PIT-STOPPERS 

Bill Chicots 
2419 Rochester Road 
Sewickley, PA. 15143 
(412) 352-7375 
firechief158@gmail.com 

THE INDEPENDENTS 

Philadelphia, PA 
Gail Bradley 
225 Elm Avenue. 
Media, PA 19063-5740. 
(610) 358-3498 
gailpbrad@icloud.com 
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TENNESSEE 

 

There is no report this month from the Tennessee 
Rocky Tops chapter of RUAEA. 

For Luncheon/Meeting’s location, please contact 
Carolyn at the above phone number. 

 
UTAH 

 

There is no report this month from the Salt Lake Retir-
ees chapter of RUAEA. 

 
WASHINGTON 

 

Our holiday gathering in December is still to come as 
this article goes to press, but all indications are that many 
of us are looking forward to reconnecting since our last 
gathering on a beautiful sunny, summer day in July.  And 
now we will be turning the calendar over to the year 2023!   

A couple of newsworthy items have recently occurred 
among our members.  Our very dedicated John Hafer-

becker has been serving this chapter for many, many years 
and has assumed organizational responsibilities with such 
aplomb that many of us have taken it for granted that he 
will always be there to see things through.  Well, John 
needs someone else to step up and take over so he can con-
centrate on some health and family issues.  We sincerely 
thank John for his years of hard work, enthusiasm, gener-
osity and friendship and look forward to seeing him at 
chapter events as his time permits.  Thanks so much, John!  

In the meantime, we need some volunteers to write Con-
trails.  We are going all digital with Contrails and need 
someone comfortable with Word and .pdf. to step up.  
Please contact Ken Storey if you can help.   

A wicked November wind and rainstorm uprooted 
more than a few trees in the Seattle area and member Ken 
Tank has a harrowing story to share about one such tree.  
While sitting in the living room of his Lake Forest Park 
home with his wife, Marcia, a giant 200ft tall tree from 
across the street crashed right through their roof, narrowly 
missing Ken & Marcia.  Neighbors from nearby homes 
called 911 and then ran to Ken’s house to assist with their 
rescue.  When the fire truck arrived, it was discovered 
there were live electrical wires in the driveway but miracu-
lously no one had yet stepped on them!  It took several 
hours for the fire department and the power company to 
clear the driveway.  In the meantime, the pelting rain did 
not relent, making the gaping hole in the roof a funnel of 
water into the house.  With sunrise the next day, the full 
extent of the damage was finally apparent.  The tree was so 
tall that the branches of the tree extended all the way to the 
ground in Ken’s backyard.  The house sustained so much 
damage that Ken & Marcia have had to relocate for the 
next 9 months to a rental home so that repairs can be made.  
Ken told me that the “up” side of the whole ordeal is that 
the house will be in tip-top shape and in the meantime, he 
doesn’t have to mow the grass or shovel snow!  We thank 
the angels that protected Ken, Marcia, their neighbors and 
rescue personnel from a very dangerous situation. 

Wishing everyone robust health and a prosperous 
2023! 
 

The Lilac City Flyers in Spokane are no longer meet-
ing on a regular basis.  If you are a United or Continental 
retiree in the Spokane area or visiting in the area and want 
to meet other retirees, contact Sharon Holmes at the infor-
mation above. 

LILAC CITY FLYERS 

Sharon Holmes 
5120 N. Riblet View Lane 
Spokane, WA 99212 
(509) 924.4959 (H) 
(509) 953.5088 (C) 
ghshic@quixnet.net 

SALT LAKE RETIREES 

Rich Papworth 
pappys72@hotmail.com 

TENNESSEE ROCKY TOPS 

Carolyn Hartshorn 
5957 Warrenpark Lane 
Knoxville, TN 37912 
Home (865) 951-1198 
Cell (303) 886-9537 
carolynhartshorn@aol.com 

EMERALD CITY SLICKERS 

Seattle, WA 
Kathie Torgison 
email4torgy@aol.com 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 

 

There is no report this month from the Dulles Loung-
ers chapter of RUAEA. 

 
NATIONAL 

 

Happy New Year, RUAEA! 
It is a New Year and Clipped Wings has a new Chap-

ter!  We are thrilled to announce that we started an MCO 
Chapter recently.  CW has had two chapters in Florida; one 
in MIA serving the east coast and the other chapter on the 
west coast in RSW.  We decided to see if we could get a 
group together from the middle of the state last year and 
with some time and effort, we were successful. 

In November, we had the pleasure of Karen Wil-

liams, a past CW president, come down to The Villages, to 
share with us important information about our amazing 
organization and how to make a successful CW chapter!  
At this time we have about 13 members and we know it 
will grow as soon as the word gets out.  The MCO Chapter 
Officers are President Betty Lemley and Treasurer Joyce 
Kiser.  These ladies have “stepped up” to lead this new 
chapter into the Clipped Wings family!  We look forward 
to working with CW’s main philanthropy which is Special 
Olympics and assisting in local charities in the area!  We 
will leave plenty of time for fun and creating a great chap-
ter. If you know of any former or current UA/CO Flight 
Attendants that would like more information about Clipped 
W i n g s ,  t h e y  c a n  f i n d  u s  a t 
www.unitedclippedwingsinc.org.  The website has great 
information on “who we are” and “what we do”.  Please 
feel free to contact me directly if you have any further 
questions!  We are a group that enjoys having fun while 
doing great things for others!■ 

The following new members joined RUAEA during 
the month of November 2022: 
 
Ashland, Joanne, 307 El Toro Lane, Webster, TX 77598 
Brand, Marie, 177 Fort De France Ave., Toms River, NJ 

08757 
Cordes, Becky, 1223 Manitou Lane, Santa Barbara, CA 

93101 
Erdal, Erik, 1208 Apple Pie Ridge Road, Winchester, 

VA 22603 
Galicia, Alejandro, LAXCS, 1418 Franceschi Dr., Chula 

Vista, CA 91913 
Hahn, Sandra, ORDSW, 1406 Hamilton St., Wilming-

ton, DE 19806 
Hamlin-Williams, Patricia L., SNACS, PO Box 4055, 

Culver City, CA 90231 
Huntington, Jack, 717 Frederick Street, San Francisco, 

CA 94117 
Lee, Denise, 12493 Escala Lane, San Diego, CA 92128 
Powers, Janice, LAXSW, 241 N. Rios Ave., Solana 

Beach, CA 92075 
Reisman, Robert, LASSW, 10228 Amber Hue Lane, 

Las Vegas, NV 89144 
Vieyra, Claudia, LASCS, 54 Blaven Dr., Henderson, 

NV 89002■ 

Get the Newsletter HOT off the press!  Sign 
up to receive the Newsletter on the Web 

today - It’s updated 2-3 weeks before the 
paper Newsletter is mailed. 

Also an added benefit to receiving the 
Newsletter on the Web is that back issues 

can be accessed. 
To sign up for the Web, go to 

www.ruaea.org and follow the instructions. 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
WELCOME TO RUAEA!  We hope you will enjoy the 
activities and camaraderie.  The organization would 
appreciate hearing from you on your renewal date 

THE DULLES LOUNGERS 

Washington, D.C. 
Mari McColl 
Past President 
marimccoll@aol.com 

CLIPPED WINGS 

Kathy Denker 
Clipped Wings Vice President 
(908) 482-9859 
kdenkerus@gmail.com 
https://unitedclippedwingsinc.org/ 
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We appreciated monetary contributions from the 
following members during the month of November 

2022: 
 
Barbara J. Anable, Marlene E. Anderson, Joanne Ash-
land, Kenneth Bader, James Bicknase, Joseph M. Brad-
ley, Mario Bregante, Sonia Brousseau, Rose Bryant, 
Mary Jo Carson, Beverly Ann Connor, Stephen F. Con-
rad, Jacqueline Corr, James W. Crouch, Ida C. Cum-
mins, Sharon Deem, Dewitt T. Ferrell, Dave L. Garland, 
Charles ‘Sam’ Geiger, Arnold Glackman, Elaine Go-
mez, Wayne L. Greenhill, Mary Griego, William D. 
Hamilton, Thomas A. Hassel, Harold W. Hedrick, Tho-
mas G. Heidecker, Tom Heller, Mary C. Hill, June R. 
Linhart, Samuel A. Margolis, Arlene C. McCroy, Janet 
M. Meyer, Connie R. Nelson, Marjorie M. Nelson, 
Frances Oda, Patricia Ortega, Karl D. Pape, Georgia E. 
Phillips, Donald W. Potter, Frank H. Rausch, Ramon 
Rivera, John Sabol, Barbara Seaholm, Sue Sealey, Mar-
garet C. Snyder, Franz Sonnberger, Jackson Spurlock, 
Melvin Stephens, Alan J. Stephenson, John G. Thomas, 
Patricia Tremont, Stanley T. Tsunemoto, Miriam Y. G. 
Ubben, Sophie C. Wajda, Joseph Walp, Laura M. Winn, 
Larry R. Zerwas.■ 

Obit Notice Policy:  Death notices sent to the Den-

ver Office for publication in the Newsletter Obituary 

Column will be accepted only from a family member or 

personal representative in writing.  The notice sent con-
cerning the deceased must include: 

1) Deceased’s First and Last Name & Date of 
Death 

2) File Number (if the deceased was an employee) 
3) Last Station worked 
4) Surviving Spouse or Next of Kin (if applicable) 
5) Address 
In addition, contact information must be included 

for one sending the information.  If the obituary is re-
ceived hand written and it is not legible, it will not be 
published until a clear and readable document is re-
ceived in the Denver Office.  The information may be 
sent by email (preferred) at ruaea@qwestoffice.net, or 
US Mail.  Sorry, the information will not be accepted 
over the phone. 

Please note that the above policy only applies to 
death notices submitted to be published in this section 

of the RUAEA Newsletter. 
 
Retiree – Black, Donald R., on 11/24/2022, DENMM, 

husband of Aurelia “Aurie” Black, 8295 John-
son Ct., Arvada, CO 80005 

Retiree – Bowling, Carl E., on 11/11/2022, ORDMM, 
husband of Launa “Lee” Bowling (deceased), 
1053 Vail Ave., Arlington, IL 60005 

Retiree – Graham, Robert A., on 10/16/2022, 
DENMM, husband of Maria Graham 
(deceased), PO Box 852, Elizabeth, CO 80107 

Retiree – Hales, R. Lynn, on 9/21/2022, SFOMM, fa-
ther of Janice Hanamura, 2033 Foxswallow Rd., 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 

Retiree – Hodor, Dennis Joseph, on 10/19/2022, 
ORDCG, husband of Emily Hodor, 615 Majic 
Way, Marengo, IL 60152 

Retiree – Johnson, Barbara, on 9/7/2022, SEARR, 
wife of Armand Johnson (deceased), mother of 
Bonnie Carlson, 473 Venus Way, Madison, WI 
53718 

Retiree – Kalfa, Thomas, on 3/16/2022, LAXSW, hus-
band of Dottie Kalfa, 16705 Jeanette Ave., 
Cerritos, CA 90703 

Retiree – Niebuhr, Vernon A., on 11/1/2022, SFOPI, 
husband of Mary Ann Niebuhr (deceased), fa-
ther of Paul Niebuhr, SFOMM, 419 La Casa 
Ave., San Mateo, CA 94403 

Retiree – Sheridan, Robert C., on 11/23/2022, 
SANOO, husband of Mary Jo Sheridan, 2694 E. 
Philip Circle, Fort Mohave, AZ 86426 

Retiree – Sandstedt, Sonda L., on 11/23/2022, 
CLTOZ, wife of Richard “Dick” Sandstedt 
(deceased), 14318 Torrey Pines Dr., Auburn, 
CA 95602 

Retiree – Welt, Marvin O., on 11/3/2022, DENMM, 
husband of Elizabeth I. Welt, 6595 S. Jordan 
Rd., Centennial, CO 80111■ 

OBITUARIES 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The association acknowledges contributions to 
the postal fund from the following members: 
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WE HAVE RECEIVED GREETINGS & THANKS 

FOR THE NEWSLETTER FROM THE FOLLOW-

ING MEMBERS: 

 
Donald Andersen, Jacqueline Corr, Ken Bader, Anthony 
Ballesteros, Paula Bloom, Barbara Briggs, Betty Bryant, 
Mary Jo Carson, Walter Chornomaz, Roland Cole, 
Elizabeth Concannon, Beverly Conner, James Crouch, 
John Deily, Diane Douglas, Roberta Frensch, DeWitt T. 
Ferrell, Jr., Marilyn Evans, Pamela Figlewicz, Mary 
Ann Fitzgerald, Judy Godlove, Wayne Greenhill, Mar-
tha Hasperis, Thomas Hassel, John Hynok, Thomas 
Kenny, Ruth Larson, Tashima Lubin, Rafael Madrigal, 
Ann Mahoney, Deanna Margolis, Robert Minton, Janet 
Meyer, Celena Nash, Connie Nelson, Judi Nelson, Ken-
neth Paulson, Elizabeth Pepper, Marcia Perry, Louise 
Prairie, Don Osborn, William Rankin, George Richter, 
Peggy Snowdall, John Thomas, Edgar Torres, Pat Tre-
mont, John Woytovich, Jr., and Patricia West. 
 
WE HAVE RECEIVED LETTERS FROM: 

(Although we welcome the statements expressed in the 

many letters submitted, the comments & opinions ex-

pressed are not necessarily the convictions of the or-

ganization.) 
 

Ranelle Brandt, E. 10209 County Rd. P, Westby, WI 

54667 

To all of the people who put the RUAEA Newsletter 
together:  Thank you for your continued hard work 
keeping us ‘old’ UAL retires informed.  I so appreciate 
all that you do, as I know how much time and dedication 
it takes.  Keep up the good work, please! 

Mary Brennan, 988 Horizon Heights, MN 55127 

Our faithful, Connie Glattly is retiring as corre-
spondent for our MSP Chapter.  She has done a wonder-
ful job of writing and making news when the local 
“reporters” were not really reporting. 

My hope and Connie’s is that someone will step 
forward with pen in hand and take the job over.  There 
is only one deadline to meet.  A lot easier that getting a 
flight out on time!  Please take the step! 

A huge thank you, Connie for your years of report-
ing.  We have all enjoyed keeping in touch with our fel-
low retirees. 
 
John Brinnon, 2618 Hampton Ave., Redwood City, 

CA 94061 

I always look forward to each and every issue of the 
Newsletter.  The updates, travel tips, and UAL contact 
number information are always very informative. 

Life is good here in Redwood City, CA (San Fran-
cisco Bay area).  I retired December 17, 2002 after 34 
years at the SFO Maintenance Base as a mechanic. 

Thank you United Airlines for the retiree benefits, I 
now enjoy.  It was the best job ever, right out of the Air 
Force in December of 1968. 
 
Barbara Sakely, 891 Cross Creek Dr. N., Roselle, IL 

60172 

Our 1976 System FA of the year:  Joy Geddes.  Joy 
celebrated her 100th birthday a few months ago at a 
health care facility in Arlington Hts, IL.  She began her 
career in 1945 as an “air hostess” with Pennsylvania 
Central Airlines. 

Long ago, macular degeneration took her eyesight.  
And for the past several years, dementia has robbed her 
of most of the joys of life.  In spite of this, she remains 
cheerful and always asks “What can I do for you?” 

Her passion for singing continues.  Most of the 
words are gone but the melodies are still there.  She is 
verbally very appreciative to the staff for every little 
thing that is done for her. 
 

Sue Sealey, 7760 S. Buchanan Way, Aurora, CO 

80016 

Thank you for all for your hard work on the News-
letter.  It means so much to us retirees. 

Volunteer work is hard but so rewarding.  I miss my 
16 years of volunteering at my local hospital.  Unfortu-
nately, my health and age made me give it up. 

Letters & Notes 
 
Hi members, 
I’m the person who edits the 
letters and notes you send for 
the Newsletter.  Your letters and 
notes are of interest to retirees 
and especially those with whom 
you once worked, they are 
greatly appreciated.  When you 
send them, you can make my 
job easier by making them as 
legible as possible. 
 

Martha Gooselaw - Letters Editor 
7401 MLK Blvd. 
Denver, CO 80207-2433 
marthagoose@comcast.net 

Martha Gooselaw 
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Homer Hudelson 

I retired from UAL after ten years as a part time 
employee working out of San Francisco’s International 
Airport in Ground Support.  I previously was employed 
by the San Francisco Police Department retiring as a 
lieutenant after thirty years.  I have just had my autobi-
ography published, “Homer’s Odyssey”:  A Memoir” 
and is available online as well as in local bookstores. 
 
George Cox 

My membership expired.  I’m just renewing my 
subscription. 
 
Sarah R. Harris 

Thanks to the wonderful people that volunteer and 
keep us all in touch! 
 

Sandra Hahn 

I’m a new member.  I’m Clipped Wings National 
Secretary 2022-2024. 
 
June R. Linhart  

This seems to be the only way we can “stay up on 
things”. 
 
Marie H. Kocevar 

I’ve been traveling on tours within the USA and 
Canada.  It’s wonderful to keep in touch with my United 
friends and former co-workers. 
 
Sandra Fowler 

I let my membership elapse this year; I believe it 
was due earlier in the year.  I would like to renew it 
again.■ 

 

Notes  

We appreciate your 
 letters. 

Please keep them coming! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

United Airlines Benefits Center (Central Time) 

1-800-651-1007 (M-F 7AM - 7PM). 
https://flyingtogether.ual.com 
For Traditional Medical, HMO or Insurance questions; 
report death of retiree or spouse; change of address & other 
forms. 
 

United Employee Service Center  

1-877-825-3729, esc@united.com (email) 
1-847-825-3729 - International Use 
 

United Pass Line (1-866-359-3727) 

For flight information and to list or change listing 
Password for Pass Line –your birthday, mmddyy 
$25 fee to create new booking 
 

Employee Travel Center 

 Visit Flying Together for travel policies at https://
ft.ual.com/travel/passriderslandingpage/retiree 

 Submit questions using Help Hub at https://
helphub.ual.com 

 Search “Employee Travel Inquiry” 

 Chat with a team member using a virtual chat as-
sistant from any Travel page on Flying Together 

 

United Airlines Technical Service Desk 

1-800-255-5801 

For Flying Together password assistance 

*Do not use for pass travel questions* 
 

Insurance Questions-see number on back of your insur-

ance card 
 

PBGC - for all retiree pension questions 

1-800-400-7242, http://www.pbgc.gov 
 

Social Security Administration 

1-800-772-1213, http://www.ssa.gov 
 

Alliant Credit Union 

(800) 328-1935 or (773) 462-2000 (24-hours, 7-days-a-
week except Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day) 
http://www.alliantcreditunion.org 
Malcolm Horn, CFP®, Financial Consultant 
Alliant Retirement & Investment Services 
(O) (773) 462-3669;| (C) (720) 249-8050 
(F) (773) 462-3669, mhorn@alliantcreditunion.com 
 

Medicare Hotline 1-800-633-4227 
 

CVS/Caremark (Pharmacy) 

1-844-635-3401 
 

VSP Vision Care (Pacific Time) 1-800-877-7195 
(M-F 6AM-8PM, Sat 7AM-8PM, Sun 7AM-7PM) 

Updated   11/2021 
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If it’s time to renew your Membership, your 
Newsletter may contain one of  the following Red 
Messages: 
 

“IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP.” 

“DISREGARD THIS MESSAGE IF YOUR DUES 

ARE ALREADY PAID”. 
 

“YOUR MEMBERSHIP WILL EXPIRE UNLESS 

YOUR DUES ARE RECEIVED.” 

“PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR DUES PAYMENT AT 

THIS TIME.” 

“DISREGARD THIS NOTTICE IF YOUR DUES 

ARE ALREADY PAID.” 

 

INCLUDE FILE NUMBER IN ALL CORRESPONDENCE 

For all Membership & Newsletter Circulation 

issues, please contact Membership Secretary: 

Michael Malesardi . 

Phone Number:  (303) 780-5022 

       -or-        

RUAEA, 7401 MLK Blvd., Denver, CO 80207-2433 

Email:  ruaea@qwestoffice.net 

You now have four ways to renew your RUAEA 
membership or donate to the Newsletter postal fund. 
The credit card option is available online at 
www.ruaea.org.  Mail your check to RUAEA, 7401 

MLK Blvd., Denver, CO 80207-2433. 

RUAEA 

 

 

Membership Dues 

Domestic Canada/Mexico Foreign 

One year $30.00 $47.00 $52.00 

Additional $5.00 per year for both paper and Web deliveries.  Note 
that this option is not available for Life Members. 

Applications can be obtained via email, US mail or from  

www.ruaea.org.  Send your dues to RUAEA, 7401 MLK Blvd., 

Denver, CO 80207-2433.  Or, pay your dues online with credit 

cards (Visa, MC, Discover Card) at www.ruaea.org. 

PRESIDENT EXECUTIVE V.P. 

Don Burbank Ruth Morabito 

(Cell) - (303) 495-9941 (970) 901-9088 

ruaea_Pres@qwestoffice.net ruaea_VP@qwestoffice.net 

 
SECRETARY V.P. CONVENTIONS 

Mary Jane Stewart Hank Gosselin 

(724) 745-8703 (253) 653-5946 

stewartmaryjane@aol.com henrygosselin@comcast.net 
 

TREASURER PAST PRESIDENT 

Chris Johnston Virgil Gooselaw 

ruaeatreasurer@qwestoffice.net (303) 963-6690 

(317) 694-4406 vgoose@comcast.net 

 

AIRLINE LIAISON 

Don Burbank 

ruaea_Pres@qwestoffice.net 

(Cell) - (303) 495-9941 

 

ASSISTANT TO THE SITE SELECTION 

V.P. CONVENTIONS COMMITTEE CHAIR 

Ron Bertacini Dave Garland 

bertacini@surewest.net dave_garland@yahoo.com 

(916) 832-5775 (650) 776-7824 

 
DIRECTORS 

Position Open Mountain Region  

  

Rosalie Tripicchio  S. Calif. East Region          (619) 368-4106 

 rosalie.tripicchio@gmail.com 

Position Open SE Meets West Region           

   

George Midwin NW CA - Hawaii Region (650) 670-2587 

 midwin5u@hotmail.com 

Chuck Cole Northwest Region          (206) 919-2020 

 slc2ctc1@gmail.com 

Marge Stamm Florida - Georgia Region  

 vmstamm@sbcglobal.net  (630) 220-6406 

Jackie Monilaw Midwest Region - Cactus (224) 628-4000 

 jmonilaw@gmail.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP MANAGER - Michael Malesardi 

E-Mail  ruaea@qwestoffice.net 

Phone  (303) 780-5022 

 
NEWSLETTER MANAGER - John Chu 

E-Mail  johnqchu@hotmail.com 

(303) 810-6586 

 
LETTERS EDITOR - Martha Gooselaw 

E-Mail  marthagoose@comcast.net 

 
WEB MANAGERS -  

Jim Sommerfield 

E-Mail  jsommerfieldual@aol.com 

(847) 895-8014 - M-F, 9:00AM-5:00PM Central Time 

 
Toni Van Kampen 

E-Mail  tonivk@gmail.com 

(847) 806-1371 - M-F, 9:00AM-5:00PM Central Time 

 

The Retired United Airlines Employees Association (RUAEA) is 

an IRS Code 501 (c) (3) organization.  RUAEA Newsletter (USPS 

#009-922) is published monthly by Retired United Airlines Em-

ployees Association, 7401 MLK Blvd., Denver CO 80207.  Sub-

scriptions are through membership in the association.  Periodical 

postage is paid at Denver, CO Postmaster, send address changes 

to: Retired United Airlines Employees Association Newsletter, 

7401 MLK Blvd., Denver, CO 80207-2433 
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UAHF dates back to the 1960’s when the late Captain Bill Arnott (in photo left) gained approval from United 
Airlines to display his growing collection of memorabilia in the halls of United Airlines’ Denver Flight Training 
Center (then DENTK).  For years it was a solo effort, but in 1993 a group of co-workers joined Bill to form the 
United Airlines Historical Foundation and have it registered as a not-for-profit IRS 501(c)3 organization.  Tom 
Goodyear is the President of the UAHF. 

Tom Goodyear’s wife, Nancy, recently passed away.  A couple of weeks later, Tom was admitted to the hos-
pital with pneumonia.  After he recovered, he is now in Assisted Living at St. Andrews Village, 13801 East Yale 
Avenue, Aurora, CO  80014.  His room is located in the East Wing.  

 

By Marvin Berryman DENTK Retired. 
 
UAHF is accepting donations.  Please send your tax-deductible ($) contributions to:  UAHF, Tom Goodyear, 

7401 Martin Luther King Blvd., Denver, CO 80207; email tagoodyear@aol.com or phone (303) 696-7001.  
Please visit our Historical Display in Room A104 at the Denver Training Center and our website at 

www.uahf.org. 
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Check your mailing label for Renewal Information 
You now have four ways to renew 
your RUAEA membership or donate 
to the Newsletter postal fund. 
The credit card option is available 
online at www.ruaea.org.  Mail your 
check to RUAEA, 7401 MLK Blvd., 
Denver, CO 80207-2433. 

RUAEA 

$30 Domestic Subscription 

 

Diane Webb, Patricia Kucera, Anne Mahoney, 

Donald Matker & Bruce Shropshire 

Ken Storey  &  

Chuck Cole 

Glenn Hill 

Randy Tidmore, Barbara Bertacini 

Nancy Brock & Cheryl Jensen 

Hank Gosselin & 

Paul Goodyear 


